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ROLE OF ICT IN LANGUAGE TEACHING 
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        “Classrooms don’t need tech geeks who can teach; we need teaching geeks 
who can use tech”. 
The association of ICT & English in last few years had made rapid changes in 
the presentation of curriculum in various aspects. Practitioners, theorists and 
researchers have started to pay serious attention to the challenges of new 
technology and these challenges and opportunities have resulted the teachers into 
a new dimension. 
     Recent years have seen a move from the predominance of the printed test to 
varied sites for textual production, including web based environments, mobile 
phones and computer games, screen based texts are characterized by varied & 
densely interrelated multimodal communication with an increasing emphasis on 
visual aspects of texts, such as layout use of font and images and the 
incorporation of sound, animations & hyperlinks. Digital technology has also 
made it easier to experiment the text production and to communicate rapidly with 
a range of familiar and unfamiliar audiences. 
     Teachers have to consider how to teach language literacy & technological 
skills so that leaners can make effective use of ICT. When teachers develop and 
implement an electronic literacy approach, they must address a no. of questions. 
Language teachers should make the best use of new online opportunities to 
maximise language study & practice while also helping students develop 
computer-based communication & literacy skills. Education sector can be the 
most effective sector to anticipate & eliminate the negative impact of ICT. On 
the other hand, it could be the most effective way to increase the student’s 
knowledge. 
     ICT is defined as a diverse set of technological tools & resources used to 
communicate & to create, store & manage information. These technologies 
include computers, Internet, Broadcasting technologies (T.V and radio) & 
telephony etc. 
      In recent years there has been a ground well of interest in how computers & 
internet can best be harnessed to improve the efficiency & effectiveness of 
education at all levels. But ICT are much more than just technologies. ICT have 
increased the quality of learning among the students. They now have an easy 
access to a very high volume of information & knowledge available in the world. 
ICT takes a little time to present any information. It has also reduced some 
educational expenses. ICT has many more benefits such as improving the 
quality, accuracy and scientific texts for academic disciplines, indirect creation 
of learning experiences, creating an interest in learning & increasing learning 
opportunities. 
     Using ICT, particularly email, blogs and video conferencing, facilitates 
children’s interaction & communication with native speakers & other 
communities by enabling them to use language of real purposes. ICT both 
supports and integrates literacy skills. It enhances interactive teaching & learning 
styles & provides many opportunities for creativity. When used imaginatively, it 
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 can stimulate curiosity about how languages work, 
raise the level of cognitive challenge, and extend 
children’s ability to be independent in their use of 
new language. ICT offers a powerful way of 
enabling children to be fully engaged in their own 
language learning process. There is an increasing 
range of effective software to support primary 
languages teaching & learning. Chosen carefully & 
used creatively, it enables teachers & children to 
engage with task in ways that are not possible with 
printed materials. Through the use of a learning 
platform.        
     ICT can supplement training programs to help 
ensure that  support is maintained over the coming 
years as increasing no. of teachers are trained to 
teach a new language  at primary level . Interactive 
white boards, DVDs & use of digital projectors can 
provide stimulating visual aids as a valuable 
strategy to support understanding & recall in the 
new language. ICT has potential to increase the 
percentage of learning that involves the 
traditionally more difficult literacy skills by 
maximising exposure to the written word. ICT also 
helps English language learners by enabling them to 
communicate edit & arrange text quickly & 
flexibly. Moreover by using ICT, learners can-
access, select & interpret information, recognize 
patterns , model, prediction & hypothesis, review 
and modify their work to improve the quality 
communicate with others & present information, 
evaluate their work & improve efficiency. They 
will become more creative, independent and will 
gain confidence. 
     Due to changing methodology, role of language 
teachers have also changed. The traditional 
language teaching methodology includes teaching 
facts from books due to which teachers are seen as 
a main source of knowledge. On the other hand, the 
new teaching methodology focus on the teaching of 
strategies of deciding what information is needed. 
The teacher’s roles are as guides to help learners to 
the skilled in selecting, accessing, evaluating, 
organising & storing information. Besides this, the 
teachers can facilitate intellectual group discussion. 
The teachers must reflect critically on the context of 
learning mediated by technology. 
      Learning via technology has many advantages. 
The internet provides current & up-to-date data. It 
stores vast amount of information that can be 
retrieved quickly & easily for language learning 
purposes, it provides text in Authentic Language, 
unlike the contrived language usually found in 
books, Technology enables the teachers to transmit 
more information to a larger no of students in a 
shorter period of time teachers should relate the 
goals of education with effective use of ICT. In 
other words, teachers must be aware of the impact 
of technology on education & required changes to 
enhance their teaching. The teacher’s role in ICT 

environment is that of a facilitator instead of being 
a purveyor of knowledge. This transformation is a 
Global phenomenon. The modern teacher in the 
ICT era is no longer described as ‘a sage on the 
stage’ but a ‘Guide by the side’ Lecturers or 
teachers need to go through a continuous process of 
competency improvements to meet the demands of 
lifelong learning for their professional 
development. Without this, teachers may be 
complacent & merely duplicate their practices 
electronically. It this happens learners would not 
benefit from the technological advancements 
happening around them. 
     There are few considerations that teachers and 
lectures have to make to optimize the use of ICT. 
Tools such as chat rooms, e-mail and web forums 
need to be designed to enhance interpersonal & 
social skills. A good learning environment should 
not neglect human needs to socialize and interact 
with one – another. A good learning environment 
should co-exist with a good teaching environment. 
       The world of online communication is a vast 
new medium comparable in some ways to books, 
print or libraries. To our knowledge no one has ever 
attempted to conduct research on whether the book 
or library is beneficial for language learning. New 
communication technologies are part of the broader 
ecology of life at the turn of the century.  Much of 
our reading, writing & communicating is migrating 
from (print or telephone) to screen we can no longer 
think only about how we use technologies to teach 
language .We also must think about what types of 
languages students used to learn in order to 
communicate, effectively via computer. Whereas a 
generation ago, we taught foreign language students 
to write essays and read magazine articles. We now 
also must teach them to write e-mail messages and 
conduct research on web. 
     A vast amount of literature explored the 
potentialities of ICT with regards the teaching and 
learning languages. The possibilities of computer 
technology as a tool could include increasing 
language learners’ self esteem, vocational 
preparedness, language proficiency and overall 
academic skills. Schools and colleges reflect the 
cultural and linguistic diversity of current day 
society and therefore have a duty to ensure that all 
students are able to access the curriculum, 
achieving to the bed of their abilities. 
      Hence, ICT has a very important role in 
language teaching of language learning. 
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