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      Yakṣa, the hero of the Meghadūta was a sātvika and demigod. He was 
working under King Kubera. Kubera had the impression that Yakṣa will exercise 
his duties effectively without any mistake so he entrusted him with the 
responsibility of fetching golden louts from Mānasa Lake. Meanwhile he got 
married. He was supposed to   fetch the flowers very early in the morning. Being 
a newly wedded man he found it very difficult to get released from the embrace of 
his beloved. To please his wife and master, he found a way to exercise his duties. 
He started to fetch the offering flowers on previous day itself. It was explained by   
famous commentators1. 
      Once King Kubera was sting by a honey bee, which was seated in a flower, 
while offering the flowers to his favorite god. He found that the louts were stale. 
That made him sure that the flowers were collected in the evening after sunset on 
the previous day. The honey bee which was caught in the flower might have sting 
him while he was detaching the flower petals. King Kubera understood the 
mistake done by Yakṣa.  
       But renounced commentators like Bharata2 give different opinion about 
offering flowers in their commentaries. According to these commentaries Yakṣa 
was the warder of Kubera’s garden. During the early days of his married life 
Yakṣa was always thinking about his beloved and was careless in performing his 
duties in the garden. He always dreamed about the sweet memories of his beloved 
and forgot to perform his duties. Unfortunately the elephant of Indra, Airāvata, 
got into the golden lotus pond (Mānasa Lake). The Airāvata stamped and 
destroyed the lotus flowers. That day Kubera made available with damaged 
flowers to offer his favorite god. During his pooja Kubera understood the mistake 
of Yakṣa and declared him as a culprit.  
      Psychologically the Yakṣa’s mistake due to his hyper sexual urge, he was a 
newly married man so his mind was full of enjoyment. He can’t part her even in a 
moment. It made him absent minded and he failed to take due care in his duty.   
      Commentators like Sumathīvijaya’s opinion had that there was no written 
evidences to observe the mistakes of Yakṣa in the Meghadūta. Hence all these 
opinions could be generated by guesswork. Bharatādi’s opinions are stronger than 
others. For example:- 
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      “Partaking of the waters of Mānasa which bring 
forth golden lotuses, bringing at pleasure momentary 
delight like a cloth upon the face of Airāvata, shaking 
with your winds the sprouts of wish-fulfilling trees 
like garments, enjoy the king of mountains with 
various playful actions, O cloud.”3 
Whether the flowers were collected on the previous 
day or it was damaged by Airāvata, Kubera’s pooja 
were interrupted. So that Kubera asked Yakṣa for an 
explanation. When he comes to know that, all these 
were happened due to deep and immense desire with 
his love, he punished him to depart his wife. 
     It is believed that the Meghadūta is Kālidāsa’s 
soliloquy. Kālidāsa acted himself as Yakṣa and King 
as Kubera. Kālidāsa was a court poet of king 
Vikramāditya and was married to the sister of King 
Vikramāditya. It is said that accidently Kālidāsa was 
banished from the kingdom of Vikramāditya, anger 
and for his unpardonable fact and was send to the 
country of the King Kuntaleśa as an ambassador and 
it made him separated his beloved. Though the 
Varadācāri4 and Vadakkamkur Rāja Rāja Varma 
express the relation of Vikramāditya and poet 
Kālidāsa, there is no evidence for any such 
mentioning of that kind from any Sanskrit 
commentaries. 
 

The Curse-Punishment 
 

     Whether the Yakṣa was working under King 
Kubera or Kālidāsa, the court poet of Vikramāditya, 
being the subordinate of the king it is his privilege to 
exercise the duties without fail. Failing which is 
punishable being it is the part of the rules and 
regulations of a kingdom. Hence the punishment 
given to Kālidāsa was justifiable. Whether Yakṣa 
collected the offering flowers on previous day or the 
flowers were damaged by Airāvata while Yakṣa was 
taking care of the garden, the mistake done by Yakṣa 
was unbearable for King Kubera. Being Yakṣa, 
immense desire to his wife is the cause of his mistake, 
the punishment given by King Kubera to depart his 
wife it justifiable as it is the part of the rules and 
regulations of his kingdom. The word “cursed” was 
used instead of “punished” only because the crime is 
sin and curse is punishment.  

 

The King Kubera 
 

      King Kubera is a super being and demigod; hence 
his people are naturally Yakṣa, Kinnara, Gandharva 
etc. Maheśwarapūja was Kubera’s the daily routine 
and any interpretation to this offering is considered to 
be sin.  Kubera entrusted Yakṣa with the divine job of 
fetching flowers to this smoothly held worship.  The 
king Kubera’s servants are called as a common name 
is known as Yakṣa.  But there is no doubt that the 
Kubera is the emperor of Yakṣa kingdom. In many 
commentaries it is mentioned that Yakṣa was 
punished by King Kubera. Though there is no such 
character in the Meghadūta, the character Kubera 
might have used on the basis of the character Yakṣa. 
 

    It was Yakṣa’s fate to get worried about depart of 
his beloved as a curse for fail to exercise his duties 
properly. It is very much needed to analyze his 
mistakes of Yakṣa and curse he got. Is it a fault the 
newly married Yakṣa had love and passion towards 
his beloved? But love and passion should be analyzed 
separately. The passion should be treated as urge to 
sex. His urge to have sex with his wife is pulling him 
away from his duties and this irresponsible attitude is 
certainly a sin. Is it not known to Yakṣa that the 
flower collected on the previous day is improper for 
offering? Is it possible to get the blessing of god if 
damaged flower are offered? Yakṣa was educated, 
reputed and was belongs to an upper class family. He 
was deserved to serve the King even in divine 
matters. The thoughts about his beloved forced him to 
neglect his prime duties. 
 

     The quality of the punishment is depending up on 
to whom the mistake was committed. Kubera is the 
emperor of Yakṣa Kula and Yakṣa should have 
treated his duty as a privilege. His irresponsible 
approach to his divine job, caused to increase the 
severity of the punishment. When we interpret the 
situation in this way we get an impression that the 
punishment given to Yakṣa  is not that severe. 
Yakṣiṇi, the wife of Yakṣa  also had played a part in 
his mistakes by lingering him on bed instead of going 
support to his responsibilities. In a way she led him to 
the mistakes hence she is also responsible for his 
mistakes, King Kubera thought of giving a 
punishment which will equally affect both. Kubera 
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might have thought that the separation of newly 
married couple will be the apt punishment than 
putting him in prison. 
 

     Even before Yakṣa was getting married he was 
serving King Kubera. He was very prompt in 
performing his duties too. He never committed any 
mistake before his marriage. His marriage is known to 
King Kubera and he was allocated to live with his 
beloved wife. It is natural but Young Yakṣa will have 
an immense desire towards his young wife. Kubera 
should have considered, the age of the couple and the 
period in which he committed mistakes before 
declining his punishment. Yakṣa  has not committed 
any mistake before his marriage. That also could have 
considered before punishing him. This attitude of 
King Kubera is psychologically known as “Master’s 
mind.” 
 

     The master King Kubera was not compensate to 
his subordinate Yakṣa . That should be considered as 
a fault from the part of kubera. Though it is not 
directly, the punishment given to Yakṣa caused to 
affect Yakṣiṇi, a lady, who was not his subordinate. 
Since the punishment caused to depart, the beloved, 
Yakṣiṇi, the sensitive lady was affected severely than 
Yakṣa . 
    At this juncture punishing an innocent lady like 
Yakṣiṇi who never done any mistake directly is not 
justifiable. Through his punishment one can say that 
the Kubera never kept his dignity. 
 

     The culprits were under the king and were 
helpless. Hence considering the intensity of their 
mistakes he could have relaxed them from 
punishment instead of giving severe punishments and 
attitude will reflect bad impression on him. Power is 
not only for punishing but also to forgive. Kubera 
might not have exercised the later. 
 

Notes 
 

1. Nandargikar, Gopal Raghunath,The Meghaduta of 
kalidasa.p.notes.1 

2. Nandargikar, Gopal Raghunath,The Meghaduta of 
kalidasa.p.notes.1 

3. The Meghaduta of kalidasa, Kale.,M.R,p.108 
4. The Meghaduta of kalidasa, Kale.,M.R,p.109 
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