National Journal of Hindi & Sanskrit Research

National Journal of

Hindi & Sanskrit Research

ISSN: 2454-9177
NJHSR 2025; 1(61): 48-54
© 2025 NJHSR
www.sanskritarticle.com

Suchi Tomar

Research Scholar,

Department of Political Science,
CCS University Meerut

Correspondence:

Suchi Tomar

Research Scholar,

Department of Political Science,
CCS University Meerut

Dharma Rajya: Is this conceivable or merely Utopia?

Suchi Tomar

Abstract:

The relationship between state and Dharma in India is complex and multifaceted,
reflecting the rich amalgam of its cultural, religious and philosophical heritage. State is the
fundamental unit to govern and maintain the durability of any society. Dharma,
understood as the duty, righteousness or moral order, includes individual and societal
responsibilities and ethical behaviour. Dharma is the foundation of good life. Historically,
Indian societies were guided by dharma in their governance and rulers were expected to
uphold dharma ensuring the well-being of their subjects. Dharma influenced the creation
of laws and principles that aimed to maintain harmony and social order. However, there
have been instances where the state’s actions conflicted with the Principles of dharma and
the rulers faced challenging circumstances in balancing their duty to the state with
adherence to dharma. Such instances have been illustrated in the texts like Mahabharata
and Ramayana. Overtime, the relationship between state and dharma evolved, giving rise
to the concept of “Dharma Rajya”, advocating for a just and righteous rule. In modern
times, with the establishment of a secular democratic state in India, the relationship
between state and dharma has become more complex as the state has become more
powerful and opaque with the decline of active civic culture. Mahatma Gandhi
commented that the state is a soulless machine, which requires the consciousness of
dharma. Therefore, the Indian tradition of sovereign state under the umbrella of dharma is
the way to go for establishment of a just and prosperous state.

Introduction:

“A concept of multiple connotations, dharma includes cosmological, ethical, social, and
legal principles that provide the basis for the notion of an ordered universe. In the social
context, it stands for the imperative of righteousness in the definition of the good life.
More specifically, dharma refers to the rules of social intercourse laid down traditionally
for every category of actor (or moral agent) in terms of social status (varna), the stage of
life (ashrama), and the qualities of inborn nature (guna). For every person there is mode of
conduct that is most appropriate: it is his or her svadharma, which may be translated as
‘vocation’. Understanding the essence of Raj Dharma is crucial before delving into the
concept of Dharma Rajya. Raj dharma in ancient India referred to the ethical and moral
duties and responsibilities of a ruler or king. It emphasized the idea that a king should
govern with justice, compassion, and the well-being of his subjects in mind. The concept
of Rajdharma was prominent in texts like the Mahabharata and the Arthashastra, which
provided guidelines for kings on how to rule lawfully and impartially. For example, the
Ramayana provides a rich exploration of the interplay between Rajya (state) and Dharma
(righteousness). The Vedas contain indirect references to the ideal qualities of a ruler and
the importance of just and righteous leadership. These qualities are often associated with
the concept of "Dharma," which is a broader moral and ethical principle governing one's
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duties and conduct in various aspects of life, including
governance. The Upanishads lay the philosophical
foundation for broader ethical and moral principles that can
be applied to leadership and governance. These concepts
often revolve around concepts like Dharma (righteous duty)
and karma (the law of cause and effect). The Manusmriti
contains guidelines for kings and rulers, outlining their
responsibilities in upholding justice and protecting the
welfare of their subjects.

In India, the relationship between the state and dharma (a
concept often translated as duty, righteousness, or moral
order) has deep historical and philosophical roots. This
relationship has evolved over time and continues to
influence Indian society and governance. Historically,
Indian rulers were expected to uphold dharma in their
governance. The concept of "Dharmaraja” or a righteous
king was central. Kings were seen as keepers of dharma,
responsible for ensuring justice, protecting the weak, and
upholding moral values. India's modern constitution,
adopted in 1950, embodies the principles of secularism and
pluralism. It guarantees freedom of religion and ensures that
the state does not favor any particular religion. This reflects
a modern interpretation of dharma, where the state is
expected to be impartial and respect the diverse beliefs and
practices of its citizens. In the same manner, India's legal
system is influenced by dharmic principles, including
concepts of justice, fairness, and equity. The judiciary plays
a crucial role in interpreting and upholding dharma through
its decisions. The idea of dharma extends beyond rulers and
applies to individual citizens in contemporary India. People
are encouraged to fulfill their social, moral, and ethical
duties as part of their dharma, contributing to the well-being
of society. Despite the ideal of upholding dharma, there have
been historical and contemporary challenges in
implementing it consistently. Conflicts arise when
interpretations of dharma differ, and there can be tension
between religious and secular interpretations of the state's
role. Altogether, the relationship between the state and
dharma in India is complex and multifarious. It blends
ancient philosophical ideals with modern democratic
principles, and it continues to evolve as India grapples with
the complexities of a diverse and dynamic society.
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aspects of life, including governance. The Upanishads lay
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principles that can be applied to leadership and governance.
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(righteous duty) and karma (the law of cause and effect).
The Manusmriti contains guidelines for kings and rulers,
outlining their responsibilities in upholding justice and
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In India, the relationship between the state and dharma (a
concept often translated as duty, righteousness, or moral
order) has deep historical and philosophical roots. This
relationship has evolved over time and continues to
influence Indian society and governance. Historically,
Indian rulers were expected to uphold dharma in their
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the state does not favor any particular religion. This reflects
a modern interpretation of dharma, where the state is
expected to be impartial and respect the diverse beliefs and
practices of its citizens. In the same manner, India's legal
system is influenced by dharmic principles, including
concepts of justice, fairness, and equity. The judiciary plays
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its decisions. The idea of dharma extends beyond rulers and
applies to individual citizens in contemporary India. People
are encouraged to fulfill their social, moral, and ethical
duties as part of their dharma, contributing to the well-being
of society. Despite the ideal of upholding dharma, there have
been historical and contemporary challenges in
implementing it consistently. Conflicts arise when
interpretations of dharma differ, and there can be tension
between religious and secular interpretations of the state's
role. Altogether, the relationship between the state and
dharma in India is complex and multifarious. It blends
ancient philosophical ideals with modern democratic
principles, and it continues to evolve as India grapples with
the complexities of a diverse and dynamic society.
Dharmarajya in Mahabharata:

The Mahabharata, one of the most revered ancient Indian
epics, contains a wealth of political wisdom and strategies
that have been studied and analyzed for centuries. It offers
insights into governance, diplomacy, ethics, and the
complexities of leadership. In the Mahabharata, "Dharma"
plays a central role and is a key theme throughout the epic.
As per the epic, Dharma is so called because it protects the
dharnat (everything) i.e. it maintains everything that has
been created and thus it is the very principle which is
capable of upholding the entire universe. Lord Krishna's
guidance to Arjuna on the battlefield of Kurukshetra is often
cited as a source of practical advice on decision-making in
times of crisis, emphasizing the importance of dharma (duty)
and the pursuit of justice. The Mahabharata's characters,
their actions, and the consequences of those actions provide
valuable lessons in politics and statecraft. It explores themes
of power, conflict resolution, alliances, and the
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consequences of war. Many scholars and leaders have drawn
inspiration from the Mahabharata to formulate political
strategies and ethical frameworks. It’s worth noting that the
Mahabharata is not just a religious or mythological text; it's
a profound source of wisdom applicable to various aspects
of life, including politics and governance. The majestic
Mahabharata is a rich source of political ideas and
philosophy, reflecting the complex nature of governance and
leadership during that era. It emphasizes the importance of
rulers involving the public in their respective roles and
upholding dharma not only for themselves but for the entire
society. This holistic approach to kingship highlights the
interrelation of the ruler's duties with the well-being of the
people and the ethical fabric of society. The concept of
kingship in ancient India was versatile and tied to the
principles of dharma, which encompassed moral and ethical
duties. Kings were expected to act as benevolent and
patriarchal figures, providing for the welfare of their people.
They had various roles, including protecting the state from
enemies, punishing wrongdoers, and rewarding the virtuous.
These actions were guided by the principles of dharma,
ensuring that justice and goodness prevailed. The epic
explores the concept of Dharma in various dimensions, often
through the words and actions of its characters. The main
story of the Mahabharata revolves around a dynastic
struggle for power and the throne of Hastinapura between
the Pandavas and the Kauravas. Throughout the epic,
characters are faced with complex moral dilemmas, and their
choices and actions are often guided by their understanding
of Dharma. For instance, Yudhishthira, the eldest Pandava,
is known for his commitment to Dharma, even when faced
with difficult decisions. The Mahabharata serves as a
profound exploration of the conflicts and tensions that arise
when individuals and society grapple with questions of
righteousness, justice, and duty. It underscores the
importance of upholding Dharma even in the face of
adversity and personal sacrifice. The Shanti Parva, also
known as the "Book of Peace," is one of the 18 parvas
(books) of the Indian epic Mahabharata. It is the twelfth
parva and focuses on discussions and teachings related to
ethics, duties, and righteousness. Shanti Parva contains
valuable philosophical and moral lessons delivered by
various characters, including Bhishma. It serves as a guide
for leading a virtuous life and resolving conflicts peacefully.
It primarily consists of dialogues and teachings on ethics,
morality, governance, and righteousness. In the Shanti Parva
of the Mahabharata, there is a significant discussion on the
concepts of "Raj dharma" and "Dharmarajya." These
concepts are elaborated upon by Bhishma while instructing
Yudhishthira on the principles of governance. Bhishma
emphasizes the importance of establishing a Dharmarajya,
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which involves not just the king's adherence to dharma but
also the collective commitment of the society to ethical and
moral principles. These concepts are central to the moral and
philosophical discussions in the Shanti Parva, where
Bhishma imparts his wisdom to Yudhishthira, helping him
understand the responsibilities and challenges of being a just
and virtuous ruler. The Shanti Parva begins with Bhishma,
lying on a bed of arrows, imparting his wisdom and
guidance to Yudhishthira, the eldest Pandava. Bhishma's
teachings cover a wide range of topics, including dharma
(duty/righteousness), politics, economics, and spirituality. A
significant portion of the Shanti Parva is dedicated to
discussions on "Raj dharma" (the duties of a king) and
"Dharmarajya " (a kingdom governed by virtues). Bhishma
provides detailed instructions on how a king should rule
justly and responsibly, giving precedence to the welfare of
his subjects. Throughout the parva, Bhishma narrates
various stories and anecdotes from ancient texts to illustrate
moral and ethical principles. These stories often involve
discussions on virtue, vice, and the consequences of one's
actions. Yudhishthira, seeking guidance and clarification,
raises many questions and doubts about life, duty, and
righteousness. Bhishma patiently addresses these queries,
providing philosophical and practical answers.Vidura,
another wise character in the Mahabharata, imparts his own
set of teachings known as "Vidura Niti" within the Shanti
Parva. These teachings focus on ethics, wisdom, and the
path to spiritual realization. The Shanti Parva delves into
deep philosophical and metaphysical topics, exploring
concepts like the nature of the self, the soul, and the ultimate
reality (Brahman). Bhishma imparts spiritual knowledge and
practices to Yudhishthira.The Shanti Parva concludes with
Bhishma's eventual passing from his mortal life, and he
imparts his final blessings and wisdom to Yudhishthira and
the other Pandavas.

In summary, the Shanti Parva of the Mahabharata is a
profound and extensive discourse on ethics, governance,
spirituality, and the principles of righteous living. It serves
as a guide for individuals seeking to understand their duties,
responsibilities, and the path to leading a virtuous life. The
Shanti Parva of the Mahabharata delves into various aspects
of governance and the duties of a king. It discusses concepts
like Dandaniti (the science of punishment), Raja dharma (the
duties of a king), Shasan Paddhati (methods of governance),
Mantri Parishad (council of ministers), and Karyawisata
(administration) in detail. These topics provide insights into
the functioning of the government, different organs of the
state, and the principles that guided ancient Indian
monarchies. The Mahabharata provides a deep exploration
of the concept of kingship and the origin of the term "Raja,"
which is closely linked to the formation of a kingdom or
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"Rajya." Bhishma, in the first chapter of Shanti Parva,
establishes the authority of a king based on a particular
understanding of their origin.

The political thoughts of Bhishma serve as a valuable
source of political philosophy from ancient India, reflecting
the sophisticated understanding of statecraft and ethics
during that period. Yudhishthir's quest for guidance on the
duties of kings and forewarners in the aftermath of the Great
War highlights the importance of ethical and moral
principles in governance. Vyasa directing him to Bhishma,
who was known for his wisdom, was a significant moment
in the Mahabharata.

The Shanti Parva is divided into three sub-parvas further
illustrating the comprehensive nature of the text: Raja
dharma Manushasana Parva, focuses on the duties of a king
and the principles of governance, emphasizing the role of a
ruler in upholding righteousness. Apadharma Manushasana
Parva, deals with the rules of conduct during emergencies,
highlighting the importance of maintaining order and justice
even in challenging situations. Finally, Moksha Dharma
Parva provides guidance on behavioural rules for achieving
spiritual liberation or moksha, underscoring the spiritual
aspect of life alongside governance. These divisions within
the Shanti Parva offer a well-rounded perspective on ethics,
governance, and spirituality, making it a valuable source of
wisdom and guidance in the Mahabharata. The Mahabharata
provides insights into the origin of the state, particularly in
the Vana Parva and Shanti Parva. According to these texts,
in a state of nature, there was no established institution of
the state, and people lived without the concept of private
property. This absence of a ruler and the absence of private
property were interconnected. In this context, it is suggested
that the emergence of the state and the need for governance
became apparent as society developed. The introduction of a
ruler or king was a response to the evolving social structure
and the need to establish order, protect property, and ensure
justice. These insights from the Mahabharata shed light on
early political and societal developments, reflecting the
ancient Indian perspective on the origins of governance and
the state. In the ancient Indian perspective, the concept of
"Atma" (self) was considered integral to the state. The king,
as the head of the state, held a pivotal role. He was seen as
the source of justice and had responsibilities that
encompassed various aspects of governance, including
judicial matters, taxation, religious affairs, and cultural
regulation. Additionally, the king played a crucial role in
protecting and overseeing the Varna (social class)
organization and the ashram (stage of life) system.The idea
that the state was regarded as a divine institution is notable.
The king's authority was believed to be partly derived from
his divine creation and in part from the consent of the
subjects who agreed to be governed by him to prevent chaos
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and anarchy. This celestial aspect of kingship was
intertwined with the social contract theory, where the ruler's
legitimacy rested on the agreement of the governed. The
overarching goals of the state in the Mahabharata was to
safeguard property and maintain law and order in society.
These objectives reflected the importance placed on
maintaining social harmony and justice in ancient Indian
political thought. Shanti Parva further highlighted that a
good king should possess qualities like generosity, modesty,
and purity. Pertinently, the king should never neglect their
duties towards their subjects. The paramount duty of a ruler
in the political system, as specified, is to protect the people
from both external ecological threats and internal enemies.
This underscores the king's responsibility for the safety and
prosperity of the kingdom's inhabitants.

The primary objective of government, as emphasized in
the text, is the happiness and well-being of the people.
Another significant aim is to ensure justice prevails in the
state. In this context, the king holds the position of the head
of the government and plays a central role in fulfilling these
objectives.

A hallmark of a well-functioning government, as
indicated, is that people can express themselves freely and
without fear. This highlights the importance of open and
responsible governance, where citizens are free to voice
their concerns and opinions, contributing to an equitable and
harmonious society. The concept of "Dandaniti" is vital in
ancient Indian political thought, and it is often compared to a
ring that checks the speed of an animal or an iron hook that
controls an elephant. Dandaniti, which can be translated as
the science of punishment or governance through rules and
laws, plays a pivotal role in maintaining order and justice in
society.

It is believed that Dandaniti has the power to restrain
wrongdoing and eliminate evil, much like how the sun
dispels darkness. The king's primary duty is to be well-
versed in Dandaniti because it serves as a means of
protecting the people and ensuring that justice prevails.
Danda, or punishment, acts as a deterrent to wrongdoing and
encourages people to abide by ethical and moral principles.
Without the observance of Danda, it is believed that society
would descend into chaos and darkness, leading to suffering
and disorder. Therefore, Danda is regarded as a form of
Dharma, or righteousness, in the context of governance and
justice. Bhishma's perspective on governance and law in the
Mahabharata emphasizes the importance of people living
under the rule of law for a happy and orderly society. During
times of emergency, Bhishma acknowledges that ordinary
rules may need to be temporarily suspended to address
urgent situations. In times of distress, the king is expected to
come to the aid of the people and if need be, use the state's
treasury as financial measures may also be required in times
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of crisis, such as during the outbreak of war. In
emergencies, transparency and communication with the
subjects are essential. The king should explain the situation
to the people and, if necessary, impose extra taxes to address
the crisis effectively. Moreover, Bhishma suggests that, in
extreme circumstances, making treaties with enemies to save
lives can be a reasonable course of action. The text
underscores the significance of the treasury and the army as
the fundamental pillars of government. Shanti Parva,
fundamentally, argues for the mutual interest of both the
ruler and the community in the success and well-being of the
state. It reflects a complex and comprehensive understanding
of governance and the delicate balance between the ruler and
the governed in ancient Indian political thought.

In conclusion, the Shanti Parva within the Mahabharata is
indeed a treasure trove of historical, religious, diplomatic,
political, philosophical, and intellectual wisdom, not only for
the people of its time but for all of humanity. It provides
invaluable observations into various aspects of governance
and ethics.

Bhishma's contributions to political thought are notable
and original, encompassing theories of Raja dharma and
Dandaniti, the authority of the king, the rights of social
classes and the community, principles of government, and
moral standards for the Kking's policy in exceptional
circumstances. These ideas continue to offer valuable
lessons and perspectives on governance, ethics, and
leadership.

Dharmarajya in Ramayana:

In the Ramayana, similar to the Mahabharata, the concepts
of "Rajya" (kingdom or state) and "Dharma" (righteousness,
duty, moral and ethical responsibility) are central to the
narrative. The epic tells the story of Lord Rama, his exile
from the kingdom of Ayodhya, and his quest to rescue his
wife, Sita, from the demon king Ravana. Dharmarajya, in
the Ramayana, refers to the kingdom of lord Rama, known
as Ayodhya. It is often described as an ideal kingdom where
Dharma i.e.morality and integrity, was upheld and the
people lived in harmony. Rama ruled as a fair and virtuous
king following the principles of Dharma and setting an
example for others to follow. His reign, often described as
the embodiment of Dharma and referred to as “Ram Rajya",
is considered a golden era in Hindu mythology and serves as
a symbol of an ideal kingdom where upright and virtuous
values triumph. It is said that during this period there was
peace, justice and prosperity in the kingdom. He treated his
subjects with fairness and compassion and his rule is
commonly held up as a model of good governance and
model leadership in Hindu philosophy and literature.
Dharmarajya in Kautilya’s Arthashastra:
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The term "Dharmarajya” is used to refer to a state or
kingdom that is characterized by the principles of dharma
(righteousness) and good governance. While it is not the
central theme of the text, the concept of Dharmarajya aligns
with the broader themes of the"Arthashastra,”"” which
provides guidance on how a ruler should govern and sustain
a state that is fair and thriving. Arthashastra is an ancient
treatise on statecraft, economics, and political science.
According to Kautilya, the primary duty of a king is to
protect and promote the happiness and safety of his subjects.
This involves maintaining law and order, ensuring the well-
being of the people, protecting the state from external
threats, and administering justice fairly. Kautilya also
stressed the importance of dharma (righteousness) in a
ruler's conduct. A king is expected to uphold moral and
ethical principles while governing his kingdom. He should
avoid tyranny, corruption, and exploitation of his subjects
and should focus on strategic diplomacy, economic
management, and military preparedness to secure the state's
interests and maintain its stability. The king or ruler is
expected to ensure that laws are equitable and that justice is
served. The ruler should work to improve the living
conditions of the people, protect them from harm, and
provide for their needs.

The Arthashastra provides guidelines for taxation,
administration, and maintaining law and order in a just and
ethical manner. Maintaining good relations with
neighbouring states and using diplomacy to avoid conflicts
are considered important aspects of achieving Dharmarajya.
It is important to note that the Arthashastra primarily focuses
on the practical aspects of statecraft and governance, and
while it discusses the concept of Dharmarajya in the broader
sense, it provides detailed advice on how to achieve these
ideals through strategic and administrative measures.

Raja dharma and Dharmarajya: the correlation

"Raja dharma" and "Dharmarajya" are two related but
distinct concepts in Indian philosophy and governance.
1. Raja dharma:

Raja dharma refers to the duties and responsibilities of a
ruler or king in the context of governance. It outlines the
ethical and moral principles that a king should follow while
governing his kingdom. Raja dharma places a strong
emphasis on the just and righteous rule, where the welfare of
the subjects is paramount. It includes maintaining law and
order, protecting the state, administering justice, and
ensuring the well-being of the people.

2. Dharmarajya:

Dharmarajya, on the other hand, is the concept of an ideal
or righteous kingdom. It envisions a state where dharma
(righteousness) is the guiding principle of governance.
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In Dharmarajya, not only the ruler (king) but the entire
society is expected to follow dharma. It extends beyond the
ruler's duties to encompass the ethical conduct of all
individuals within the kingdom. The idea is to create a
society where everyone upholds moral and ethical
principles.

Correlation:

- The correlation between Raja dharma and Dharmarajya
lies in the fact that Raja dharma is a subset of the broader
concept of Dharmarajya. In other words, to establish
Dharmarajya, it is essential for the ruler to adhere to the
principles of Raja dharma.

- Dharmarajya is the ideal or vision of a just and righteous
kingdom, while Raja dharma provides the guidelines and
actions that a ruler should take to move closer to that ideal.

- In essence, the ruler's commitment to Raja dharma is a step
toward realizing the concept of Dharmarajya, which
represents a society where dharma is practiced at all levels.

Both concepts emphasize the importance of ethics, justice,
and righteousness in governance, with Dharmarajya being
the inspirational goal and Raja dharma serving as the
practical means to achieve it.

Dharmarajya: Can it be achieved in contemporary times?

The concept of Dharmarajya, an ideal kingdom ruled by
righteousness and ethical principles, is a philosophical and
moral ideal often discussed in ancient Indian texts. While
achieving a literal Dharmarajya as described in these texts
may be challenging in contemporary times, the underlying
principles of dharma (righteousness) can certainly guide
governance and individual behaviour.

In contemporary times, the pursuit of a just and ethical
society remains a noble goal. While achieving a perfect
Dharmarajya may be an idealized concept, the principles of
dharma and ethical governance can certainly guide the
decisions and actions of leaders and citizens in
contemporary times. The pursuit of a just, ethical, and
compassionate society remains a worthwhile endeavour,
even if it may not achieve the absolute perfection described
in ancient texts. Implementing the principles of Raj dharma,
which emphasize ethical governance and the duties of a
ruler, requires a commitment to justice, integrity, and the
well-being of the people. Here are some practical steps that
can be taken to implement these principles in contemporary
politics:
1.Rule of Law: Ensure that the rule of law prevails and that
all citizens are equal in the eyes of the law. Uphold and
strengthen the legal system, and promote access to justice
for all.
2.Transparency and Accountability: Foster transparency in
government operations and decision-making processes.
Publish government activities, budgets, and expenditures for
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public scrutiny. Establish mechanisms for accountability,
such as anti-corruption measures and oversight bodies.
3.Social Justice: Develop policies and programs that address
social inequalities. Focus on education, healthcare, and
economic opportunities to bridge gaps and ensure that all
citizens have a fair chance to succeed.

4.Protection of rights: safeguard fundamental rights and
freedoms of citizens, like freedom of speech, while
respecting the dignity of every individual.

5.Cultural preservation: Promote and preserve cultural
heritage while respecting the diversity of the nation’s
population.

6.Ethical Leadership: Encourage leaders to lead by example.
Political leaders should adhere to high ethical standards,
practice honesty, and avoid conflicts of interest.

7.Welfare and Compassion: Prioritize the welfare of citizens
by providing essential services like healthcare, education,
and social safety nets. Ensure that the most vulnerable
members of society are cared for.

8.Environmental Responsibility: Implement policies that
promote environmental sustainability and responsible
resource management. Commit to mitigating climate change
and protecting natural resources for future generations.
9.Inclusivity: Promote inclusivity and diversity in all aspects
of governance. Ensure that policies and decisions respect
and protect the rights of all citizens, regardless of their
background or identity.

10.Conflict Resolution: Develop mechanisms for peaceful
conflict resolution. Encourage dialogue, negotiation, and
diplomacy in resolving disputes, both domestically and
internationally.

11 Long-Term Vision: Plan for the long-term benefit of the
nation rather than short-term gains. Develop policies that
promote sustainable development and invest in infrastructure
and education.

12.Civic Engagement: Encourage citizen participation in
decision-making processes. Create platforms for public
input, feedback, and engagement to ensure that government
policies align with the needs and aspirations of the people.
13.Education and Awareness: Promote civic education and
awareness about the principles of Raj dharma among
citizens. An informed and engaged populace is essential for
upholding these principles.

14.Accountability Mechanisms: Establish  independent
institutions and mechanisms to hold the government
accountable for its actions. This includes a free press,
ombudsman offices, and civil society organizations.
15.Continual improvement: continuously evaluate and
improve governance systems and policies to adapt to
evolving societal needs and challenges.
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Implementing the principles of Raj dharma is an ongoing
process that requires the dedication of political leaders,
government institutions, and the active involvement of
citizens. It's about creating a just and ethical society where
governance is conducted with the highest standards of
integrity and commitment to the well-being of all.

Is Dharmarajya A Mere Utopia?

Dharmarajya, often referred to as the "Kingdom of
Righteousness," is a concept described in ancient Indian
texts, particularly in the context of the Mahabharata and
other epics. It represents an ideal state or kingdom governed
by ethical and righteous principles, where justice, fairness,
and the well-being of all citizens are paramount. While
achieving a literal Dharmarajya as described in these texts
may be challenging and idealized, it is not necessarily a
mere utopia.

Here are a few key points to consider:

l.Ideal and Inspirational: Dharmarajya serves as an
inspirational ideal, setting high moral and ethical standards
for rulers and governance. It encourages leaders to strive for
the highest principles of dharma (righteousness) in their rule.
2.Guiding Ethical Principles: Even if a perfect Dharmarajya
is difficult to achieve in practice, the principles it embodies
can serve as ethical guidelines for governance in
contemporary times. These principles can help shape
policies, leadership, and decision-making in ways that
prioritize justice and the welfare of the people.

3.0ngoing Pursuit: The pursuit of Dharmarajya implies an
ongoing commitment to improving governance and society.
While perfection may be elusive, progress can be made by
aligning governance with ethical principles.

4.Cultural and Philosophical Significance: Dharmarajya is
deeply embedded in Indian cultural and philosophical
traditions. It continues to influence discussions on
leadership, ethics, and governance in contemporary India.

In essence, Dharmarajya is not just a utopian concept; it
represents an enduring ideal that continues to inspire
discussions on ethical leadership and governance. While it
may not be achievable in its purest form, the principles it
embodies can guide efforts to create more just, equitable,
and ethical societies and governments.

Conclusion:

Dharma is an endogenous concept which serves the
society in panth nirpeksh manner. One cannot run away
from or disown dharma. Either it is Dharma or adharma. It
denotes the idea of maintenance, sustenance, or upholding
steadfastness and moral virtue. The functional and ethical
importance of Raja dharma is indeed emphasized in Indian
political thought. Raja dharma, the duty of a Kshatriya or
ruler, is considered the foremost of all dharmas (moral and
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ethical duties), and its significance lies in the fact that
without it, society would face ruin.

The Shanti Parva within the Mahabharata, which covers a
wide range of topics related to human life, including
political institutions, governance, and the concept of dharma
(righteousness), serves as a foundational text for Indian
political thought. It provides insights into the nature of the
state and the principles that underlie it. Both the concepts of
the state and dharma are fundamental to Indian political
thought and are deeply rooted in Indian philosophy and
culture. Raja dharma, as a key aspect of dharma, has been
unanimously accepted as the basis of Indian politics by
contemporary Indian political opinions. This underscores the
enduring relevance of these concepts in shaping the political
and ethical landscape of India. The principles of Raj dharma
and Dharmarajya, which emphasize ethical governance and
righteous leadership, can provide valuable guidance for
contemporary politics and government. They serve as a
reminder to the political leaders of their duties and
responsibilities in serving the nation and its citizens with
integrity and diligence. But, it is important to note that,
while these concepts offer valuable guidance, they need to
be adapted to the complexities and challenges of modern
politics and society. Moreover, the interpretation of Dharma
can vary, so careful consideration and principled judgement
are required in applying these concepts .Political decisions
should strike a balance between ancient values and the
demands of today’s society. While contemporary politics
may face unique challenges, the timeless principles of Raj
dharma and Dharmarajya offer a moral and ethical compass
for political leaders and governments to follow. By
embracing these principles, politicians can work towards
building a just, inclusive, and ethical society that benefits all
citizens.
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