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     India is a rich country abounding in natural resources; and the ancient Indians, 
though highly spiritual un their outlook were never indifferent to economic 
progress. They recognised the importance of material wealth in life by including 
artha among the purusharthas, the objectives of an individual’s life. Moreover, in 
their uarna scheme a large section of the community (viz. uaisyas) had primarily 
to devote itself to the promotion of national wealth. 
      The term uarta which stands for national economy and comprises agriculture, 
cattle-breeding and trade (Cf.krishi pasupalye uanija ca uarta, Arthasastra 1) 
occurs in the Ramayana (R. I 3/6) and there is ample evidence to show that all 
these three branches were in a floursing state in that period. Agriculture was, 
naturally, the primary industry of the country and formed the pivot of economy. 
The state looked well after the husband-men, for taxes realized on agricultural 
produce were the main source of state revenue. 
       Cultivation was mostly done by the husband-men (krishakas) in agricultural 
villages know as gramas though agricultural fields (kshetra) could easily be seen 
at the period also appear to have been two – one reaped in autumn and the other 
in spring. Among the agricultural produce of that period references are found to 
rice (know as Sali or tandula), barley (yava), wheat (godhuma), pulses (like 
mudga, canaka and masha), sugar cane (ikshu), cotton (karpasa), oil seeds (like 
tila and sarshapa) and various kinds of spices, (see chapter xi pp.232ff.supra). 
crops generally depended upon rain – water and it was believed that the king 
could ensure timely rainfall by this righteous conduct. As a safeguard against 
famine in the event of drought, the king had also to provide irrigation by 
constructing wells, tanks, dams and canals. The land which which was provided 
with an efficient system of irrigation was knows as adeuamatrika i. e. not 
depending upon rainfall. The king had also to guard against the usual damage 
insects. The king had the prerogative to collect bail on the agricultural produce, 
but the prerogative arose from his sovereignty and not necessarily from his 
ownership of land. 
       Gardening is a concomitant of  agriculture and seems to have been very 
popular in the Ramayanic period. Fruits and vegetables formed important part of 
the daily food of the people and flowers were profusely required for religious 
purposes and decoration. The art of didtilling wine from fruits and flowers was 
known, and the people were fond of such drinks. The poet generally refers to 
various types of gardens in his descriptions of the towns. Particularly the pictures 
of the Madhu vana at Kishkindha and the Ashok vana at lanka are very 
impressive. The trees in these royal gardens have been described by the poet as 
yielding fruits and flowers in every season. 
      Animals husbandry was another important occupation of the vaisya. In fact
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 all the three higher varnas were engaged in their own 
way in the preservation and rearing of cattle. The cow 
for the brahmana and the horse for the kshatriya were 
indispensable. Cattle in general constituted the 
principal wealth of the people. The importance of live-
stock and animal husbandry can be understood further 
from the fact that like agricultural villages there also 
existed in that period separate pastoral villages 
(ghoshas). Horses, elephants, mules and camels were 
in great demand for the army and therefore great 
emphasis was laid on the improvement of their breed 
and their training. It is also likely that animals of good 
breed, particularly horses, were imported from 
neighboring countries. Kings like Asvapati were also 
fond of dogs and displayed great interest in bringing 
up their special breeds. But the position occupied by 
the cow was unique. The nutritive value of milk and 
milk products like curd and butter had been recognised 
very early in India and that was principally responsible 
for the deep- rooted sentiment cherished by the Hindus 
for the cow. In the Ramayana, the cow, along with the 
brahmana is the symbol of Aryan culture. 
    Direct information with regard to industry and 
trade is very meager in the epic. Mostly our 
knowledge regarding these aspects of the economic 
life of the Ramayanic people is inferential, being 
mainly deduced from the references to the material 
wealth of the people. We have noted in an earlier 
varieties of cotton, silk and wool, and that both men 
and women were exteremely fond of ornaments made 
in different designs from gold, silver and various 
other valuable metals and stones. 
    This can be taken as an ample proof of the 
developed state of the textile industry and of the high 
craftsmanship of the goldsmith. References to dhatu 
(metal) obtained from the mountains and the complex 
military equipment which included large numbers of 
metallic weapons and some elementary machinery 
testify on the one hand to the knowledge of the 
refining of metals and on the other to the leather 
industry is easily shon from the liberal use of skins 
and hides for sacred as well as secular purposes. 
Frequent references to multistoried buildings of 
varying designs and particularly the description of the 
palace and the royal garden in Lanka evidence the 
high proficiency achieved by the people in that period 
in the field of architecture. The poet presents a very 
luxurious and artistic lay out of Ravana’s palace in 
which there are references to imposing seats and 
carpets, costly utensils, various types of musical 
instruments and artificial birds and animals all 
possessing exquisite fineness being fashioned by the 
workmen with superb diligence out of poet’s fancy 

but a reality is further indicated by the long list of 
artisans and craftsmen which appears in the Ayodhya-
Kanda. 
    Corporate activity in economic life had become the 
marked feature of that period. The epic frequently 
refers and merchants respectively. Corporate activity 
had become so patent a fact that even soldiers and 
priests carried on their functions on the principle of 
partnership. 
    We frequently find references to merchants, 
merchandise and markets. There are allusions to 
travelling companies of merchants and also to large 
boats laden with vendibles which might indicate even 
the presence of foreign trade. There are unambiguous 
notices of horses of foreign breed. Progress in trade is 
also evidenced from the references to price and 
money. Usually the cow served as the standard of 
value or as a medium of exchange but coins of gold 
and perhaps also of silver appear to have been in use 
in that period. Money was required not only for sale 
of purchase of articles but also for payment of work. 
Salaried labourers were known as karmantika while 
vishti was the term for forced labour who were 
perhaps only provided subsistence. 
    Incidentally we may also note in the end that the 
epic employs certain terms which indicate the 
presence of certain methods of measurements and 
counting. Thus hasta or kishku (standing 
approximately for one cunit or 18 inches) was the 
smallest linear measure. Othet higher measures were 
vyama, dhanu, nalva, lrosa and yojana which have 
been explained by monier Williams as 2 hastas, 4 
hasta, 400 hastas (or a furlong) and 16000 hastas (or 4 
krosas) respectively. Among the measures of capacity 
only one, viz. drone has been mentioned. In counting, 
numbers one one to ten and the decimal method were 
known and the terms for counting higher numbers 
were sata, sahasra, ayuta –sahasra, niyuta, koti or 
arbuda, sanku, vrinda, maha-vrinda, padma and 
maha-padma.(R. v 70/30-34 and R. vi 4/51-55) 
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