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      Sanskrit Studies form a bed-rock of Classical Indological studies which is an 
important part of oriental studies, also known as Asian studies. Sanskrit was a 
colloquial /spoken language and also a standard language of India in which 
colossal literature and knowledge was produced, preserved and disseminated for 
many centuries. But, unfortunately through the ages it has lost its earlier glitter 
and needs considerable efforts for its preservation and survival. The decline of 
Sanskrit studies was affected by various reasons, i.e. external reasons like social, 
political, economic changes and tribulations, etc. and equally by internal reasons 
such as change in attitude, decline in integrity and devotion to the cause of 
Sanskrit studies and also the self-embedded short-comings of the Sanskrit 
studies. An attempt has been made through this paper to dwell upon following 
point : 
 

1) Why should we pursue Sanskrit studies in 21st century? 
2)  What are the challenges faced in Sanskrit studies? 
3)  Remedies suggested 
4)  Conclusion 
 

      Sanskrit learning was a colloquial language of elite classes and upper casts of 
the society and also a standard language of India in which colossal literature and 
knowledge was produced for many centuries. Hence, to know the history and the 
wisdom of our ancestors, the study of Sanskrit was very essential. The Britishers 
also found a necessity of its study to govern the Hindu society which led to the 
revival/ renaissance of Sanskrit studies, which had become stagnant, at aegis of 
British & German /western scholars. The interest of western scholars led to the 
systematic study, survey of the manuscripts, collection, cataloguing and 
preservation, critical editions, critical and comparative study thereof. It gave a 
consciousness to the Indians of their distinct cultural identity which enkindled a 
spirit of nationalism in pre-independence era and sense of pride of belonging to a 
superior, refined civilization. 
      But, as the years passed by, the Sanskrit studies also experienced its low 
which was a resultant effect of many reasons and circumstances such as use of 
English as an official language and medium of instruction at schools and 
universities, teaching in vernacular languages, industrialization, and inability of 
Sanskrit studies in vocation generation, etc. On this backdrop, still we find need 
to preserve Sanskrit as a language and also a knowledge treasure therein. 
 

(1) Why should we pursue Sanskrit studies in 21st century? 
 

       We should accept frankly and with open mind the stark reality that Sanskrit 
can never again regain its prestige of a being a colloquial language to that extend 
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as it was in the ancient period. In the ancient period 
also it was more a formal language than a 
colloquial/spoken language of masses. At the very 
outset, I feel that we should not have a materialistic 
and pragmatic approach of looking for the benefits 
that we can have from anything. We shouldn’t 
always seek something or other from a thing.  A 
thing can have an existence of its own without 
affecting the other in necessarily positively/ 
beneficial way, though it is not a case with Sanskrit 
language. Sanskrit is an identity of the Indians. It 
contains the rich, valuable knowledge produced by 
our ancestors. It is a memoir of our civilization. It is 
our rich heritage that we are bound to preserve and 
hand it down to our posterity. For this very solemn 
reason we need to learn Sanskrit. Besides this, the 
needs and demands of the every generation to come 
will be different and complex one. Even the 
knowledge of the 21st century may become 
redundant in the 50th century; yet it doesn’t mean 
that the knowledge-wealth produced in the 21st 
century is worthless. In the similar manner, 
apparently, we may not find the knowledge of 
Sanskrit useful in our day to day life. Since the 
demands of the 21st century are quite different than 
the one served by Sanskrit knowledge.  Yet, it 
doesn’t make this knowledge useless. Hence, it is 
felt hat it is a difference in the outlook that makes a 
difference in judging the value or worth of a thing.  
        In Sanskrit language, more than half literature 
is devoted to philosophical discussions. It attempts 
to serve the perpetual demand of any inquisitive 
mind and soul of a human being i.e. purpose of his 
life, his relation with the universe, his spiritual 
upliftment etc. It has strength to satisfy spiritual 
need of any man of any generation to come. And this 
perpetuality and eternality of knowledge makes it a 
subject of interest even in today’s world, irrespective 
of artificial geographical boundaries. The value of 
education and morality preached and practised 
through the ages has moulded our culture which we 
are perpetuating through our living.  
Besides this perpetual benefit, Sanskrit does has the 
potentiality of being a suitable compatible language 
of computers. It said that Sanskrit is the most 
convenient language for computer software 
programming. There exists a controversy about if it 
is the perfect language or a suitable language for 
computer software programming. Researchers at 
NASA have been looking at Sanskrit as a possible 
computer language because of its perfect 
morphology that leaves very little room for error. 
Pānini’s Aṣtādhyāyī shows significant similarities to 
the Backus-Naur Form1grammar that is used to 
describe modern programming languages today.  
    Sanskrit is said to belong to Indo – Aryan or Indo 
Germanic family of languages which includes 
Greek, Latin and other alike languages. William 

Jones, who was already familiar with Greek and 
Latin, when came in contact with Sanskrit, remarked 
that Sanskrit is more perfect than Greek, more 
copious than Latin and more refined than either. 
Sanskrit being the mother of all Indian languages 
and a sister of all the European languages is very 
helpful in learning most of the current world 
languages easily. Phonetics of Sanskrit language is 
well developed and contains all possible sounds of 
speech. Its meticulous study of places of articulation 
has ever remained impeccable. 
We need to differentiate between the Sanskrit 
language as such and the knowledge in Sanskrit 
language. And to know and to understand the 
treasure-trove of knowledge composed and 
preserved in this language, we necessarily need to 
know Sanskrit language. In recent years, Ayurveda 
and Yoga have turned out be very popular and 
beneficial ways of holistic healing. To take utmost 
benefit of the same and to learn it from the original 
sources, one needs to learn Sanskrit. 
Sanskrit has a potentiality of generating new words 
and thus it proves to be a ‘Amar Vani’.  As most of 
the Indian vernacular languages have generated from 
Sanskrit language, they have borrowed more than 
40% words from Sanskrit language. And while 
coining new technical terminologies, one has to take 
recourse to Sanskrit language. These are the some of 
the benefits which I have reckoned here. 
 

(2,3) The challenges faced in Sanskrit studies and 
remedies suggested. 
 

     In Sanskrit studies, we face both the problems 
and challenges. Usually, we use words of like-
meaning loosely as in case of challenge and 
problem. Some take it to be a difference of 
gradation; some take it to be a difference of outlook 
while others take it to be essentially same. Every 
challenge is a problem. But every problem is not a 
challenge. One first thinks of a problem then you 
take it as a challenge. Problem is the mother of a 
challenge. Taking the task to resolve a problem is a 
challenge. When we call something as a ‘problem’ 
we have a pessimistic outlook towards it and when 
we call it as a ‘challenge’ it has an optimistic 
outlook. Challenge has some hope & enthusiasm 
while problem sounds frustration. A problem always 
has a solution, the challenge lies in finding it. A 
problem is a mental creation for not doing 
something but challenge is to create 
mind set-up to do it.  While discussing challenges 
faced in Sanskrit studies, the solutions to ameliorate 
them are also suggested simultaneously. 
 

1)Over hundreds of texts and treatises that are 
merited to have immediate exposition by their 
critical editions and translations are still lying in our 
libraries. We need to work in this direction so as to 
make the most ancient, profound, rich and extensive 
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literature accessible to all.   

2) Unless an inter-disciplinary approach is not added 
to the research, the knowledge of our ancestors will 
remain confined only to the Sanskrit knowing 
people.  Every branch of the study was dealt with by 
our ancestors, but as to the availability of the 
resources and technology, it was primitive or we can 
say basic in nature. But, the recent development in 
the respective fields does not take into consideration 
the indigenous ancient research and deals only with 
the western history of research.  Hence, the ancient 
orient and occident research should be coalesced 
with the present research in the respective fields so 
as to bring out the contribution of our ancestors. 
Introducing Sanskrit course in our premier institutes 
of technologies like IITs is a welcome step in this 
direction.  
 

3)The modern and present system of education 
prevailing in country concentrates on the practical 
aspect of life, neglecting the moral and cultural side 
and ,. There is a need to correct this lopsided 
learning process, because the true benefits of 
learning would never accrue to younger generation 
unless both the aims and objectives of life are 
synthesized. 
 

 4)In view of the recent researches in the field of the 
archeological, numismatic findings and such other 
findings in other fields, there is a need to undertake a 
fresh historical survey of literature in various 
branches of Sanskrit learning.  
 

5)Sanskrit has a vital role to play to uplift the dignity 
of human existence and to save the humanity from 
the present madness of material progress. In this 
direction, ethical, moral and philosophical literature 
needs to be disseminated with simple style and lucid 
explanation so as to make it accessible to people at 
large.  
 

6)The in-depth research and editions of many texts 
and treatises has been already done in the long past.  
But, today most of those texts are not available also 
in the leading libraries, then least to talk about their 
market availability. It generates apathy among the 
students who offer this subject with great zeal, thus, 
hindering the further studies. Hence, the re-prints 
and the re-editions of such rare texts should be 
carried out immediately. Moreover, attempt should 
be made to make them available in the form of e-
library or open access way so as to ease the 
dissemination of knowledge. 
 

7)The research in the field of Sanskrit studies should 
be categorized on the basis of three points i.e. (1) 
depth (2) need and (3) popularity. The text should be 
categorized in this manner, though there may be a 
case of over-lapping. And the research should be 
prioritized as per the demand. And the publication of 
important text should be carried out in English and 

regional languages to propagate the knowledge 
stored in Sanskrit language at international and 
regional level. 
 

8)Sometimes the religious side of Sanskrit literature 
is so much emphasized that the young generation 
feels that it doesn’t have any secular, technical or 
scientific knowledge therein. So the attempt should 
be made to make people aware of the overall 
compass of its encyclopedic literature, It will also 
help to make Sanskrit a language of all stratum and 
sections of the society instead of the presumption 
that it is meant for the selected few. 
 

9)Sub-standard teaching is dangerous than not 
teaching it at ll. It is better to be illiterate in Sanskrit 
than to impart sub-standard or dogmatic knowledge. 
If it happens then it will be an utter failure of our 
generation in preserving and entrusting this precious 
heirloom to our posterity. 
 

10)Sanskrit teaching has its own identity so far as its 
pedagogy is concerned. The texts and treatises have 
come down to us through the oral tradition. In the 
Pathashala or Gurukula  padhhati more emphasis is 
given on  learning the texts by heart. It has its own 
advantage of sharpening the intellect, and improving 
the memory. Students of the present generation, 
learning in modern colleges and universities, are 
completely deprived of knowing this rich tradition of 
Pathashala or Gurukula padhhati.  Hence, I suggest 
that the modern method of critical thinking and the 
traditional method of learning by heart should be 
synthesized to get the best of both the methods.  
 

11)The strength of any language lies in its liveliness, 
in its flexibility and in its accommodative power and 
it is achieved when it is used in day to day 
conversation. Language learning process recognizes 
three factors through which language can be 
thoroughly learnt i.e reading, writing and speaking 
i.e. conversation.  In case of Sanskrit language we 
usually read, rarely write and seldomly speak. As 
three factors language learning process are not 
equally exhausted, even after  doing graduation, 
post-graduation or doctoral  degree in this language, 
one does not get the confidence to speak in the 
language. Hence, equal importance should be given 
to these three factors in the exam curriculum. 
Sanskrit speaking method of Samskar Baharati is a 
commendable method in this field. Intermingling of 
the words of different languages is inevitable in 
present world of globalization. No language can 
remain uninfluenced by other languages if it is used 
in conversation. Hence, to revive Sanskrit language 
as a spoken language, such attempts should be 
welcomed. 
 

 (4)  Conclusion   

    These are some of the challenges which have been 
pointed out here. We should frankly accept the stark 
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 realities that Sanskrit can hardly have potentiality of 
vocation generation on a large scale or it can hardly 
regain the status of spoken language, the reasons 
thereof being beyond our control. But, as far as our 
strength and capabilities are concerned, we have an 
arduous task of keeping up the interest of people in 
the Sanskrit language, spreading awareness about its 
importance and relevance in today’s world, bringing 
out new in-depth and equally interesting and useful 
researches in its knowledge, mining the wealth of 
knowledge which is still buried in the manuscripts, 
and entrusting this legacy intact to the posterity. 
Even if we could give a helping hand to any of these 
reasons, then it would be a service to the nation and 
we could relieve ourselves from the debt of our 
ancestors.  
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  1.In computer science, BNF (Backus Normal Form or 
Backus–Naur Form) is a notation technique for 
context-free grammars, often used to describe the 
syntax of languages used in computing, such as 
computer programming languages, document formats, 
instruction sets and communication protocols. It is 
applied wherever exact descriptions of languages are 
needed, for instance, in official language specifications, 
in manuals, and in textbooks on programming language 
theory.  

 


