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Introduction 
      Sanskrit poetics has a long history stretching from unknown beginnings up to 
the modern times. It is not clear when poetics took shape as a distinct discipline. 
Rajasekhara in his Kavyamimamsa gives a mythical account of the origin of 
Kavyapurusha, the personification of poetry. He describes Kavya Purusha as 
born of goddess Saraswathy. He had instructed seventeen students born by his 
will in the various aspects of poetics. Bharata, Nandikeswara, Suvarnanabhi, 
Kuchumara etc. are some of them. These seventeen students are supposed to 
have written separate works. However there are some beautiful passages in the 
Rigveda showing a highly refined poetic taste even in that early age.  
      Alankarasastra discuss about qualities that constitute the equipment of the 
poet. Definition of Kavya, in defining a kavya what is sabda and artha. What is 
the essence of poetry? The result of such discussions are varied and actually 
they form the different schools of theory on poetry. They are 
 

1. Rasa School 
2. Alankara School 
3. Riti School 
4. Guna School 
5. Dhvani School 
6. Vakrokthi School 
7. Auchitya School 
8. Anumana School 
 

     The Anumana School closely related to Nyaya Vaiseshika Philosophy. In the 
Rasa School discuss about the Rasa sutra. Sri Sankuka’s Anumithi vada is one 
of the important doctrine in Rasa theory.  
 

The Anumithi Vada of Sri Sankuka  
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      Sankuka thinks that Rasa is a matter of inference. 
The Actor skilfully imitates the actions of the Hero to 
whom a certain sthayi is inferred to be belonging to 
the actor on account of the Vibhavas etc. 
Which are very skilfully presented, The Sthayi is 
specially called Rasa on account of its being an 
imitated one. 
      Here Rasa is not doubt to spoken of in relation to 
the Spectators; but it is said to be a matter of 
inference due to clever imitation.(Anukarane Rasaha) 
The basic emotion is not mentioned in the Rasasutra 
because it is not in question, does not occur in this 
situation.  Only its imitation is there and that is 
mentioned and called Rasa. To the audience, its 
presents is implied through the power of its middle 
terms or lingas viz. the causes and effects of 
emotions and the transients. Thus it is a theory that 
the audience infer the Rasa by a Logical Process. 
Anumana School 
     Mahimabhatta’s Vyakthiviveka stands for most 
among the works criticising the Dhvanyaloka and the 
Dhvani theory. He demonstrated elaborately how all 
varieties of Dhvani can be included in Anumana.  He 
accepts the poetic scheme of Anandavardhana with 
Rasa at the focus. 
Anumana as a Pramana 
     Anumana is a pramana accepted by all darsanas 
and sutras except that of Charvakas. Pramana 
means of real Knowledge. Anumana is defined in the 
Tharkasamgraha thus- 
 

“Anumithi karanam Anumanam” 
 

      In many aspects of Logic or Nyaya sastra has 
influenced Alamkarasastra. The theory of  Anumana 
which originally belongs to Nyaya Philosophy is a 
figure of speech to some Alankarikas like 
Appayyadikshitha. 

     Mahimabhatta does not despute that the soul of 
poetry is Rasa. But he argues that there is no other 
Sabda vyapara other than Abhida. He points out that 
the process involved in Gunavrtti, tatpraya sakthi or 
vyanjaktva are all none other than Anumana. He says 
that suggested meaning can only be inferred from the 
expressed meaning. 
Conclusion 
     While referring to the power of sound there are 
various aspects of language like word and sentence. 
All verbal expressions should be considered as 
Inference. Since they consist of establishing 
something(sadhyah) by means of something 
else(sadhana). When the speaker talks the hearer 
grasps the connection between  sadhya and sadhana 
the two aspects of the  sentence through inference 
and become convinced of the soundness of the 
speakers idea. 
    We can see in many aspects of Nyaya and 
Vaiseshika philosophies are influenced 
Alankarasastra. 
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