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In day to day life symbols are used. Symbol means a particular kind of emblem which
represents a particular notion. Symbolism has adopted a unique place in every culture.
There are as many symbols as the cultures. ‘Svastika’ is the symbol used in many cultures
and treated as an auspicious one. It is also accepted as one of the auspicious symbols in
Indian culture. This word is thought over from literal as well as symbolic point of view.
Etymologically the word Svastika is derived from Su + asti + ka. The prefix ‘su’, denotes
the meaning ‘good’ and ‘asti’, as ‘being existent’ and ‘ka’ suffix is for ‘svartha’ i.e. it
means no additional meaning. Thus, the word Svastika signifies good existence. Apte gives
the etymology as ‘svasti $ubhaya hitam ka’* - which means that which is placed or put for
the auspicious reason. Different Sanskrit lexicons stated the following meanings -
1.Catuska - the group of four
2.Mangaladravya - the auspicious object
3.Pistakabheda/ Vrtti -a particular symbol made with ground rice and shaped like a triangle.
4.Grhabheda - a particular kind of mansion
5.Asanavi$esa - Yogic Posture

These are the common meanings of the word ‘Svastika’ found in different lexicons
namely Medatithi?, Vi$valocanako$a® kosakalpataru® etc., (these meaning are recorded in
the Scriptorium of the Sanskrit Dictionary, Deccan College Pune). As well as in
Anekarthasarhgraha it is stated as the synonym of Vardhamana®. The word Vardhamana
has several meanings, among which it is a kind of mystical figure®. In $abdakalapadruma
Svastika is defined as follows -

‘svasti ksemam kayati kathayati iti

This symbol can claim great antiquity and has existed in Europe, Asia and Africa. This
paper is an attempt of seeking the development of the symbol Svastika through Sanskrit
Literature. In the Indian Antiquity it is stated that the Pre form of the Svastika is just the
cross®. Then the additional four lines are introduced to it.

Here | would like to clear this point that, in the etymology the ‘ka’ suffix is for Svartha it
means there is no additional meaning. The word ‘svasti’ is found ample of time in Vedic
literature. It comes as an indeclinable, which means as prosperity® as well as it is also found
as the adjective of non destruction®.

In Vedic literature mainly in three Vedas namely Rgveda , Yajurveda and Samaveda the
word ‘Svastika’ is not found. In Atharvaveda this word is found in Nakshatra Kalpa, this
word is stated as a species of garlic'*.

In Ramayana this word is found in Ayodhya Kanda as follows -
anyah svastikavijfieya mahaghantadharavarah|

17|
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$obhamanah patakinyo yuktavahah susamhatah|i*?

This is the description of ships, here they are named as
Svastika and being the auspicious ones they are adorned
with the Great Bells, flags etc.

This word is found thrice in Mahabharata namely in
Adiparva, Dronaparva and Shantiparva.
1.In Adiparva it comes as an auspicious object. The verse
runs like this
svastikairardrapallavaih sarvatah pariobhitam| (Adi Parva
1.36.55/56)
2.In Dronaparva it is connected with the word Vardhamana
which denotes the meaning as a particular auspicious
object.
kaficanan| (Drona Parva 7.58.19) Same reference is also
found in Vishnudharmottara Purana®®.
3.In Shanti Parava it is connected with luck / auspicious
object. The verse runs like this -
tatropavisto dharmatma $vetah sumanaso’sprsat|
svastikanaksatanbhiimim suvarnam rajatam manin|| (Shanti
Parva 14.40.7) Here the Nilakantha commentary explains
the word ‘Svastika’ as a ‘Sarvatobhadramandala'®’.

In Purana Literature this word is found differently. At
some places it is used as a mystical cross mark. They are as
follows - in Matsya Purana twice it is used as an auspicious
symbol®. In Bhavisya Purana it is stated as a mystical
cross. Thus, it is clear that in Ancient Sanskrit Literature
the reference as a symbol (cihna) is found. But it is
nowhere explained in detail. As well as the interpretation
of the cross with four arms is not found in the literature. As
it is seen in Mahabharata Nilakanthi commentary explains
this symbol as Sarvatobhadra Mandala. Then the question
arises when this Particular symbol is interpreted in the
today’s form. We get the answer in Jainism. | know that the
period of Jain is before the Puranas for sake of Linguistic
convenience it has taken after the Puranas.

Jain concept of ‘Svastika’ -

Basically this word is placed among eight chief
auspicious marks by Jainas. These symbols are differently
used by two sects of Jainism namely Shvetambara and
Digamara. But the Svastika is common to both of them.
This is connected with the Seventh Tirthamkara

‘Suparshva'®’.

svastikan  vardhamanamsca  nandyavartamsca

Four arms of the Svastika symbolize the four Gati
(destiny): Narak (demon), Triyanch (animal), Manushya
(human) and Dev (angel). It represents the perpetual nature
of the universe in the Madhya Lok (material world), where
a being is destined to have one of those states based on
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its Karma (deeds). It also represents the four columns of
the Jain Sangh: Sadhus, Sadhvis, Shravaks and Shravikas -
monks, nuns, male and female laymen. It also represents
the four characteristics of the soul: infinite knowledge
(Ananta Jnyana), infinite perception (Ananta Darshan),
infinite happiness (Ananta Sukha) and infinite energy
(Ananta Virya)'’. Thus this symbol states that man get
above mentioned four stages according to his Karma in
successive births. But siddha, in his next life attains to
Nirvana and is therefore beyond these 4 stages. Thus “the
svastika represents such a siddha in the following way. The
point or Bindu in the centre from which the 4 paths branch
out is jiva or life and the 4 paths symbolize the 4 conditions
of life. But as a Siddha is free from all these, the end of
each line is turned to show that the four states are closed
for him”. Same might be the idea in the Jaina Inscriptions.

1.The hathi gumpa Inscription Udaygiri cave 7
2.Nasik inscription No. 10

In both the places the symbol is placed immediately after
the word Siddha®®.

Similarly Hindus can also relate it or interpret it with
fourfold Class, Ashramas and Human goals. But in the
literature such kind of interpretation is not found. While
worshiping, the reference of Sarvatobhadra Manadala is
found often in Hindu culture. In Rgvediyapujavidhi the
description of Shankha, Chakra, Padma etc. is found as
auspicious symbols, but Svastika is found nowhere. Thus it
seems that this particular symbol is an adoption from
Janina culture to Hindus. Or it can be the extension of
Sarvatobhadra Mandala, because basic idea behind
drawing Sarvatobhadra and Svastika is same. It is for
making the auspicious seat for Deities.

Later on when the symbol Svastika is accepted by
Hindus, many scholars have interpreted it and connected
it to the Vedic Literature.

Pt. Mahdevashasti Joshi has stated the following Mantra

in his book entitled ‘Sanskritici Pratike’- svasti na imdro
vrddhasravah svasti nah pusa visvavedah|
svasti nastarksyo aristanemih svasti no

brhaspatirdadhatu|*

Human being desires the prosperity in his life. Wherever
there is wealth, good communication, love etc. there is the
existence of good thing. Thus, the symbol of this
indefinable feeling is ‘Svastika’. According to him it is the
foremost symbol, created by human being®.
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Pt. Mahadevashastri Joshi has rightly pointed out that
philosophical interpretation plays an important role for the
firm basis of any symbol.

Let’s overview the interpretation from symbolic point of
view.

Dictionary of Symbols and Imagery records the following
meaning of Svastika-

1.So be it, that is luck
2.5un —

a)General emblem of sun, rain and wind deities; especially
of supreme deity collectively stated as Sun deity.

b) Agriculture and the succession of generations

c) Fire drill, representing the Sun or moon according to
which direction it turns, something related to Prometheus
(Greek Mythology related to known as the benefactor who
brought fire to mankind)

d) Over doors protection against fire; also a general amulet
or lucky charm against evil Eye.

3.The mystic center
a) Direction — Clockwise: increase growth, the venereal
Sun; lucky; white magic

b) Anti clockwise: decay ...death; the autumnal Sun,

unlucky; black magic.

4.In a circle or triangle — it denotes cosmic harmony.

5.1t is related to the cross, circle Solomon’s knot etc.?
Thus, the implications of ‘Svastika’ are wide and varied.

The book entitled ‘Sacred Hindu Symbols’ has stated
regarding the origination of Svastika: “Essentially there are
two symbols
1.The Greek cross with arms of equal length - __]L.

2.The cross with four arms appearing to rotate in the same
direction.” ><

Naturally, scholars differ worldwide. Here some opinions
of foreign scholars noted for consideration.

1.According to Ludwig Miillar, it represents supreme deity.

2.Colley March sees the Swastika as a specific sign,
denoting rotation about an axis.

3.For Mackenzie it is associated with agriculture and with
the point of the compass.?

Thus, being seen these interpretations it is clear that
Scholars interpreted it variously. It can be said that human
being loves prosperity. Therefore the symbol of Svastika is
agreeable to him and from ages it is accepted. The
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‘Svastika’ can be interpreted that the four points of two
lines denote four directions and the four additional lines
come from those four points can denote the sub directions.
The middle point can be the origin and dissolution of the
world. Thus this symbol can be the symbol of the world.
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Endnotes
! Apte Dictionary Page No. 1741

*Medhatithi 14.66

*Visvalocanakosa 30.171

*Kosakalpataru -11.2771

® Anekarthasarngraha - 4.189

® Apte Dictionary Page No.1397

"Shabdakalpadruma Page No.489

8Encyclopedia of Indian Culture Vol. IV — Page no. 1419.
%svasti na imdro vrddhasravah svasti nah piisa visvavedah|

svasti nastarksyo aristanemih svasti no brhaspatird-
adhatul| R.1.89.9

sah nah piteva stinave’gne stipayano bhava? sacasva nah
svastaye|| R.1.1.9
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10 svasti avinasaya| Nirukta 3.21
1 agvinyam svastikam malyam madayanti priyangubhih|

ripajivayastatsnanam saubhagyam bhogavardhanam|
atharvavedanaksatrakalpa 45.7

12 Ramayana, Ayodhya Kanda
13 Vishnudharmottara Purana - 2.163.23.

14 sarvatobhadradyankitani devatapithani... (Nilakamthi on
MBH 12.40.7)

>Matsya Purana athestani pravaksyami mangaladrav-
yani...svastikam vardhamanam ca... 243.20., S$riyam
devim pravaksyami...padmasvastikasankhairva bhasi-tam
kundalalakaih| 261.42

'8 Kalloka Page No0.329 (Here the list of 24 Tirthankaras
along with the description regarding Fathers name,
Mothers name, Arrived Place and auspicious object is
mentioned in the chart form. )

7 Indian Antiquity XXVII.Page No.196.

'8 Ibid Page N0.196

19 Shanti Mantra of Prashnopanishad Page No.

20 Sanskritichi Pratike, Page No.1-2.

21 Dictionary of Symbols and Imagery, Page No. 39
22 Sacred Hindu Symbols, Page No. 451-52
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