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Introduction 
 

     The nineteenth century had started advocating for equal rights for 
women in the form of demand for voting rights but it was still a 
distant dream for women to be on equal footing with man. The 
author Charlotte Bronte wrote under the Pseudonym Currer Bell to 
conceal her feminine Status. On the One hand through the Character 
of ‘Jane’ in Jane Eyre she portrays strong women who are assertive. 
Bronte’s Jane demand for financial independence but Bertha is not 
even considered human. Here we will study how Bertha is 
constructed through Rochester’s and eyes as well as Brote, a female 
yet European. 
 

   One is not born a woman but becomes One. The very statement of 
Simon De Beauvoir leads to the conclusion that sex is biological, but 
gender is a social construct. The novel Jane Eyre very implicitly cites 
that Bertha’s sanity is subject to Rochester’s explanation. Bertha is 
the ‘madwoman in attic’ because a man explains it likewise. 
Rochester’s infidelity is justified under the cover of Bertha’s 
madness an intellectual man is free to decide the course of life be it 
moral on immoral. Morality is the domain of woman, chastity should 
be the genre of women . If a woman raises voice against the immoral 
actions of men she is ‘INSANE’ what is insanity? Bertha’s insanity 
is described with her menstrual cycle which bursts fourth every 
month but Rochester’s  immorality is not subject to any such 
question? 
 

     Now the question which arises is Rochester infidel an is his limit 
relation insanity too? Had women got a voice probably this would 
have been considered a greater insanity Bertha is a creole, a mused 
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 race. Why is Bertha a select to criticism ? 
Images of passion and of fire, run through 
the novel, symbolised most facility in the 
fire that burnt down Thorn field. She is 
dehumanised: In the words of--- she is a 
‘clothed hyena; a figure described using the 
neutral pronoun it Bertha is described as 
Jane’s  polar opposite. Her imprisonment is 
because she refuses to conform to the norms 
of society. She is a victim  of oppression 
why should a woman be described ‘ insane ‘ 
if she refuses to. Conform the Conventional 
norms. 

   ‘Conventionality is not morality self-right 
eousness is not religion’. These lines from 
Jane Eyre establishes that following the 
conventional norms is not always mortality. 
As we put it there is not black and white but 
also grey and life moves on the grey path. 
But a women, in this case Bertha is 
associated with darkness. She is 
unconventional and hence immoral. She 
does not fit the European norms of beauty, 
righteousness and so she is unholy, unchaste 
and immoral. Why she is subject to such 
degradation would be a question of 
feminist. 
    When Jane says ‘Reader, I married him,’ 
there is an element of happiness at the end. 
But for Bertha, marginalisation is dual. One 
being a Woman and other being a black. 
Jane Says 
   “ I would always rather be happy than 
dignified.” I am not an angel; I asserted, and  
I will be myself. 
    The spirt of with Jane is end is denied to 
Bertha. All she dies is with an identity of, a 
woman subject to fits and rages. And a 

‘MADWOMAN IN THE ATTIC’ who dose 
not stand on the expectations of her 
husband. 
 

Conclusion 
 

    The nineteenth Century might have just 
focused on a woman’s right to vote But 
Bronte’s characters are definitely asking for 
more. A right to work, a right to equality 
and more importantly a right to be 
humanised. So it would not be wrong to say 
that: each time a woman stands for herself, 
she stands for all woman. 
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