National Journal of Hindi & Sanskrit Research

National Journal of

Hindi & Sanskrit Research

ISSN: 2454-9177

NJHSR 2026; 1(65): 172-176
© 2026 NJHSR
www.sanskritarticle.com

Mr. Vikas Gurikar

Assistant Professor

Departmenr of Sanskrit,

Indian Institute of Ayurvedic-
Medicine & Research, Bengaluru

Correspondence:

Mr. Vikas Gurikar

Assistant Professor

Departmenr of Sanskrit,

Indian Institute of Ayurvedic-
Medicine & Research, Bengaluru

Sanskrit Journalism Across Formats: A Critical Study
of Its Evolution and Contemporary Relevance

Mr. Vikas Gurikar

Abstract
Sanskrit journalism, once a vibrant medium of intellectual and cultural expression in India,
has experienced a gradual decline with the rise of modern mass media. However, in recent
years, there has been a renewed interest in reviving Sanskrit as a language of
contemporary communication. This study examines the relevance of Sanskrit journalism
in today’s media landscape and explores its potential role in preserving linguistic heritage
while adapting to modern communication needs.
The research problem centers on the marginalization of Sanskrit in mainstream media
despite its rich literary and intellectual tradition. While Sanskrit newspapers, magazines,
and broadcasts continue to exist, their reach remains limited. This paper adopts a
gualitative and analytical approach, examining existing Sanskrit publications, digital
platforms, and broadcast initiatives to assess their impact and challenges.
The study finds that Sanskrit journalism possesses unique strengths, including cultural
authenticity, linguistic precision, and a strong connection to India’s knowledge traditions.
With the expansion of digital media, social platforms, and online education, new
opportunities have emerged for wider dissemination and audience engagement.
The paper concludes that the revival of Sanskrit journalism is not merely a cultural project
but a meaningful step toward integrating traditional knowledge systems with modern
media practices, thereby contributing to linguistic diversity and intellectual continuity in
contemporary society.
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Introduction

Journalism has long been recognized as a powerful medium for the dissemination of
knowledge, ideas, and public discourse. Within the Indian intellectual tradition, Sanskrit
once functioned as a major language of communication, scholarship, and cultural
exchange. While it is often associated today primarily with classical texts and religious
literature, Sanskrit also played a significant role in early forms of intellectual reporting,
commentary, and knowledge circulation. The evolution of Sanskrit journalism, however,
took a more defined shape during the modern period, particularly in the late nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries, when print culture began to expand across India. One of the
earliest milestones in Sanskrit journalism was the publication of “Sudharma”, a Sanskrit
daily newspaper established in 1970 from Mysuru. It remains one of the few surviving
Sanskrit newspapers and continues to be published even today, demonstrating
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the resilience of Sanskrit as a medium of contemporary
communication. Earlier efforts included Sanskrit periodicals
and journals that aimed to promote Sanskrit learning,
traditional knowledge, and cultural awareness. Institutions
such as the Samskrita Bharati, Rashtriya Sanskrit
Sansthan (now Central Sanskrit University), and various
traditional pathasalas have contributed to sustaining Sanskrit
publications through magazines, newsletters, and research
journals.

Despite these efforts, Sanskrit journalism has remained on
the margins of mainstream media. The dominance of
regional languages and English in print, television, and
digital platforms has limited the reach and readership of
Sanskrit publications. However, the contemporary media
landscape is undergoing rapid transformation with the rise of
digital platforms, social media, podcasts, and online news
portals. These developments have opened new possibilities
for the revival of Sanskrit journalism by enabling wider
accessibility and global engagement.

The relevance of Sanskrit journalism today lies not only in
language preservation but also in its capacity to transmit
India’s rich intellectual heritage in an authentic form.
Sanskrit, with its precision and expressive depth, offers a
unique medium for presenting philosophical, scientific, and
cultural knowledge. In this context, the revival of Sanskrit
journalism becomes an important endeavor that bridges
tradition and modernity. By adapting to new media
technologies and audience expectations, Sanskrit journalism
can re-emerge as a meaningful contributor to contemporary
public discourse and knowledge dissemination.

Literature Review

The study of Sanskrit journalism, often referred to as
Sarhskrta Patrakarita, has been addressed by a limited yet
significant body of scholarly work. Books such as
“Sarhskrta Patrakarita” by modern Sanskrit scholars and
discussions in academic lectures and media analyses provide
valuable insights into its origin, development, and
contemporary relevance. These works emphasize that
Sanskrit journalism, though relatively recent in its formal
structure, is deeply rooted in India’s long-standing tradition
of intellectual communication.

Historically, the emergence of Sanskrit journalism is linked
with the development of print culture in India during the
nineteenth century. Early Sanskrit periodicals were primarily
scholarly in nature, focusing on grammar, philosophy, and
traditional sciences. One of the earliest notable Sanskrit
journals was “Pandit” (ufvza), published in the late 19th

century from Varanasi, which played a crucial role in
promoting Sanskrit scholarship. Later, several journals such
as “Samskrita Chandrika” and “Sarasvati Sushama”
contributed to expanding the scope of Sanskrit publications.

A landmark in Sanskrit journalism was the establishment of
“Sudharma”, the first Sanskrit daily newspaper, founded by

K. N. Varadaraja lyengar in 1970 in Mysuru. This marked
a transition from purely academic journals to news-oriented
Sanskrit  reporting. Over time, Sanskrit journalism
diversified into various periodic formats, including daily
(2F=r), weekly (mmfess), fortnightly (wifere), monthly
(wfe=s), quarterly (3wfa=s), half-yearly (smomrfass), and
annual (arf§=) publications. These formats are reflected in

numerous journals published by institutions such as
Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan, Sampurnanand Sanskrit
University, and other academic bodies.

Scholars have noted that Sanskrit journalism has primarily
remained confined to academic and cultural domains, with
limited engagement in mainstream news dissemination.
However, recent discussions highlight the role of digital
media, online platforms, and broadcast initiatives in
revitalizing Sanskrit journalism. Despite its challenges, the
literature suggests that Sanskrit journalism continues to
serve as an important medium for preserving linguistic
heritage and promoting India’s intellectual traditions in
contemporary times.

Research Gap

Sanskrit journalism has developed through a rich yet
relatively underexplored trajectory within modern media

studies. A considerable number of Sanskrit periodicals—
ranging from daily (2f=®) newspapers such as Sudharma to

weekly, fortnightly, monthly, quarterly, half-yearly, and
annual journals—are actively published by universities,
traditional institutions, and cultural organizations across
India. These publications collectively reflect a continuous
effort to sustain Sanskrit as a living medium of
communication. However, despite this diversity and
continuity, systematic academic investigation into Sanskrit
journalism remains limited.

Most existing studies focus on historical narration and
descriptive accounts, highlighting the origin of early
Sanskrit journals, notable publications, and key contributors.
While such works establish a foundational understanding,
they often do not engage in critical analysis of content,
readership patterns, linguistic adaptation, and media
strategies. The transformation of Sanskrit journalism in
response to modern communication technologies—
especially digital platforms, social media, and online
broadcasting—has not been adequately examined in a
structured academic framework.

Another significant gap lies in the comparative and
functional study of different types of Sanskrit
publications. Though numerous patrikas exist in various
periodic formats—daily, weekly, monthly, and others—their
distinct roles, target audiences, editorial approaches, and
impact on society have not been systematically analyzed.
The question of how these publications contribute
differently to  knowledge dissemination, cultural
preservation, and contemporary discourse remains
insufficiently addressed.

Furthermore, there is a lack of research on the sustainability
and reach of Sanskrit journalism. Issues such a
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readership expansion, accessibility, language modernization,
and integration with mainstream media ecosystems require
deeper scholarly attention. The role of institutions, funding
models, and technological adoption in shaping the future of
Sanskrit journalism also remains underexplored.

Therefore, the present study seeks to address these gaps by
moving beyond descriptive accounts and engaging in a more
analytical and evaluative understanding of Sanskrit
journalism. It aims to examine not only its historical
evolution but also its structural diversity, contemporary
challenges, and potential for revitalization within the rapidly
changing media landscape.

Objectives

The primary objective of this study is to develop a
comprehensive understanding of Sanskrit journalism and to
examine its relevance within the framework of
contemporary media. Sanskrit journalism is not confined to
a single publication; rather, it encompasses a wide range of
periodicals published across different regions of India.
These include daily, weekly, fortnightly, monthly, quarterly,
half-yearly, and annual publications. Therefore, one of the
key objectives of this research is to systematically analyze
this diversity and document the scope of Sanskrit
journalistic activity.

A second objective is to trace the historical development of
Sanskrit journalism. This involves examining the emergence
of early Sanskrit periodicals, their thematic focus, and the
transformation of their content and structure over time.
Special attention is given to journals published by
universities, Sanskrit institutions, and traditional centers of
learning, as these have played a significant role in sustaining
Sanskrit as a medium of intellectual and cultural expression.
Another important objective is to analyze the structural and
functional differences among various types of Sanskrit
publications. This includes examining their editorial
approaches, target readership, thematic priorities, and modes
of dissemination. Such an analysis helps in understanding
how different categories of publications contribute to
knowledge dissemination, cultural preservation, and
academic discourse.

The study also aims to explore the adaptation of Sanskrit
journalism to modern digital platforms. The role of online
journals, social media, and digital communication tools in
expanding the reach of Sanskrit publications forms an
important area of inquiry. This objective seeks to evaluate
how traditional journalism practices are being reshaped in
the digital age.

Finally, the research intends to identify the challenges faced
by Sanskrit journalism, including issues related to
readership, accessibility, and sustainability. By analyzing
these aspects, the study aims to suggest possible directions
for the revitalization and future growth of Sanskrit
journalism in the contemporary media landscape.
Methodology

The present study adopts a qualitative and analytical
research methodology to examine the scope, structure, and
contemporary relevance of Sanskrit journalism. The research
is primarily based on textual analysis, document review,

and interpretative evaluation of available sources related
to Sanskrit periodicals and media practices.

In the first stage, data collection is carried out through the
study of various Sanskrit publications across different
formats, including daily, weekly, fortnightly, monthly,
quarterly, half-yearly, and annual journals. Publications
issued by Sanskrit universities, traditional institutions, and
cultural organizations are considered in order to understand
the diversity and continuity of Sanskrit journalism. Along
with print sources, relevant digital platforms, online
journals, and social media initiatives are also examined.
The second stage involves a review of secondary sources,
including books, research articles, academic discussions, and
media reports related to Sanskrit journalism (Sarskrta
Patrakarita). These sources provide insights into the
historical development, editorial practices, and challenges
associated with Sanskrit media.

Further, a comparative and analytical approach is
employed to study the structural and functional differences
among various types of Sanskrit publications. Parameters
such as content, readership, frequency of publication, and
medium of dissemination are considered in this analysis.

In addition, the study incorporates an interpretative
framework to evaluate the adaptation of Sanskrit journalism
to contemporary media environments, especially digital
communication technologies.

Through this methodological approach, the research aims to
present a balanced understanding of Sanskrit journalism,
highlighting both its traditional foundations and its evolving
role in the modern media landscape.

Analysis / Discussion

Sanskrit journalism presents a unique intersection of
tradition and modern communication, reflecting both
continuity and transformation within the Indian Knowledge
System. An analytical examination of Sanskrit periodicals
reveals that, despite limited visibility in mainstream media, a
substantial number of publications continue to operate
across diverse formats such as weekly, monthly, quarterly,
and annual journals. These publications are primarily
sustained by academic institutions, Sanskrit universities, and
cultural organizations, indicating that Sanskrit journalism
remains closely associated with scholarly and intellectual
domains.

One of the key observations in this context relates to the
thematic orientation of Sanskrit journalism. Unlike
mainstream media, which often prioritizes political reporting
and commercial news, Sanskrit publications tend to focus on
areas such as philosophy, literature, cultural heritage,
education, and traditional knowledge systems. This
specialized focus has contributed to the preservation and
dissemination of classical knowledge, but it has also limited
broader public engagement. As a result, Sanskrit journalism
occupies a niche space rather than functioning as a mass
communication medium.

Another important aspect concerns the structural diversity
of Sanskrit publications. The existence of multiple periodic
formats—ranging from short-cycle publications like
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weeklies to long-cycle academic journals—demonstrates an
attempt to address different readership needs. However, this
diversity is not always supported by consistent readership or
distribution networks. Many publications face challenges
related to circulation, funding, and accessibility, which
restrict their wider impact.

The role of language and accessibility also emerges as a
significant factor in the analysis. While Sanskrit offers
precision and cultural depth, its limited use among the
general population creates a barrier to mass readership.
Consequently, many Sanskrit journals cater primarily to
scholars, students, and enthusiasts rather than a broader
audience. This raises important questions about language
adaptation, simplification, and the potential use of bilingual
or translational approaches to expand readership.

In recent years, the emergence of digital platforms has
introduced new possibilities for Sanskrit journalism. Online
journals, social media channels, and digital content creation
have enabled wider dissemination beyond geographical
limitations. These platforms reduce publication costs and
increase accessibility, thereby offering a viable path for
revitalization. However, the transition to digital media
requires strategic planning, technological support, and
content adaptation.

Overall, the discussion indicates that Sanskrit journalism
continues to hold cultural and intellectual significance, yet it
faces structural and practical challenges. Its future
development depends on its ability to balance traditional
scholarly content with modern communication practices,
thereby making it more accessible, relevant, and sustainable
in the contemporary media environment.

Findings / Results

The present study brings forward several significant findings
regarding the structure, scope, and contemporary relevance
of Sanskrit journalism. One of the primary results indicates
that Sanskrit journalism, though Ilimited in visibility,
continues to maintain a consistent presence through a
wide network of publications. Numerous journals and
magazines are actively published in different periodic
formats such as weekly, monthly, quarterly, and annual
editions, particularly under the patronage of Sanskrit
universities, research institutions, and cultural organizations.
This demonstrates that Sanskrit journalism has not
disappeared but exists in a sustained, though specialized,
form.

Another important finding relates to the content orientation
of Sanskrit publications. The majority of journals focus on
academic, cultural, and philosophical themes, including
Sanskrit literature, Indian knowledge traditions, education,
and classical sciences. This thematic consistency highlights
the role of Sanskrit journalism as a medium of intellectual
preservation rather than mainstream news dissemination. As
a result, it serves a dedicated readership comprising
scholars, students, and practitioners of Sanskrit studies.

The study also reveals a limited readership base, which
remains one of the major challenges for Sanskrit journalism.
The use of Sanskrit as the primary medium restricts
accessibility for the general population, leading to a
concentration of readership within academic circles. This

has implications for circulation, sustainability, and wider
social impact. However, it also ensures a certain level of
linguistic purity and scholarly depth in content.

A notable development identified in the research is the
increasing use of digital platforms for Sanskrit journalism.
Online journals, e-publications, and social media initiatives
have begun to expand the reach of Sanskrit content beyond
traditional print boundaries. These platforms provide
opportunities for cost-effective  dissemination, global
accessibility, and engagement with younger audiences. This
shift indicates a gradual transformation in the mode of
Sanskrit journalistic practice.

Additionally, the findings suggest that institutional support
plays a crucial role in sustaining Sanskrit journalism. Most
publications are affiliated with academic or cultural bodies,
and their continuity often depends on such support systems.
Overall, the results indicate that Sanskrit journalism holds
enduring cultural and academic value, yet its future growth
depends on expanding accessibility, embracing digital
innovation, and adapting to changing audience needs while
preserving its classical foundation.

Recommendations

Based on the findings of this study, several
recommendations can be proposed to strengthen and
revitalize Sanskrit journalism in the contemporary media
landscape. First, there is a need to expand accessibility by
adopting simplified Sanskrit, bilingual formats, or
translations alongside original content. This approach can
help reach a wider audience beyond the academic
community and encourage greater public engagement.
Second, Sanskrit journalism should actively integrate with
digital media platforms. The use of websites, mobile
applications, social media, and multimedia content can
significantly enhance visibility and readership. Digital
dissemination also reduces publication costs and allows
global access, making Sanskrit journalism more sustainable.
Third, institutional support and collaboration should be
strengthened. Universities, research institutions, and cultural
organizations can play a vital role by funding publications,
encouraging  student participation, and promoting
interdisciplinary research in Sanskrit journalism.

Fourth, efforts should be made to diversify content,
including contemporary issues, science, environment, and
social topics, presented through a Sanskrit perspective. This
will increase relevance and connect traditional language
with modern concerns.

Finally, training programs and workshops in Sanskrit
journalism and media writing should be developed to
equip new generations with the necessary skills. These
measures can collectively contribute to making Sanskrit
journalism more dynamic, inclusive, and sustainable in the
modern era.

Limitations of the Study

The present study on Sanskrit journalism is subject to certain
limitations that should be acknowledged. First, the research
is primarily based on secondary sources and selected
publications, which may not fully represent the entire range
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of Sanskrit journals published across different regions of
India. Due to the scattered nature of Sanskrit publications,
obtaining comprehensive and updated data on all existing
periodicals remains a challenge.

Second, the study follows a qualitative and analytical
approach without incorporating extensive fieldwork,
surveys, or interviews with editors, publishers, or readers of
Sanskrit journalism. Such empirical data could have
provided deeper insights into readership patterns, practical
challenges, and the operational dynamics of Sanskrit media.

Another limitation lies in the restricted accessibility of
certain journals, especially those published by smaller
institutions or traditional centers, which are not widely
available in digital form. This may have limited the scope of
analysis.

Additionally, the study does not attempt a detailed
comparative analysis with mainstream journalism across
multiple languages, focusing instead on the internal structure
and development of Sanskrit journalism.

Despite these limitations, the study provides a meaningful
overview of Sanskrit journalism and highlights important
areas for further research and exploration.

Justification

The present study on the revival of Sanskrit journalism is
justified by the growing need to reassess the role of classical
languages in contemporary communication systems. In the
current media landscape, dominated by rapid information
exchange and technological advancement, there is an
increasing concern regarding the preservation of linguistic
heritage and intellectual traditions. Sanskrit, as one of the
oldest and most structured languages, holds a unique
position in India’s cultural and knowledge systems.
Examining its role in journalism therefore becomes both
relevant and necessary.

Another important justification lies in the limited scholarly
attention given to Sanskrit journalism despite the existence
of numerous publications across different formats. While
Sanskrit continues to be used in academic and cultural
contexts, its application in media studies remains
underexplored. This study attempts to address that gap by
presenting Sanskrit journalism as an evolving field rather
than a static or purely traditional practice.

The research is also significant in the context of modern
media transformation. With the expansion of digital
platforms, new opportunities have emerged for languages
like Sanskrit to reach wider audiences. Understanding how
Sanskrit journalism can adapt to these changes provides
insights into integrating traditional knowledge systems with
modern communication technologies.

Furthermore, the study contributes to discussions on value-
based and knowledge-oriented media practices, where
content is not driven solely by commercial interests but also
by cultural and intellectual objectives.

Thus, the study is justified as an effort to bridge tradition
and modernity, highlighting the relevance of Sanskrit
journalism in sustaining linguistic diversity and enriching
contemporary media discourse.

Conclusion

The present study on the revival of Sanskrit journalism
highlights its continued relevance and potential within the
evolving landscape of contemporary media. Although

Sanskrit journalism operates within a limited sphere
compared to mainstream media, it demonstrates a consistent
and meaningful presence through a variety of publications
supported by academic institutions, cultural organizations,
and traditional learning centers. This continuity reflects the
enduring value of Sanskrit as a medium of intellectual and
cultural expression.

The analysis reveals that Sanskrit journalism primarily
serves as a knowledge-oriented and culturally rooted
medium, focusing on areas such as literature, philosophy,
education, and Indian knowledge traditions. This specialized
orientation distinguishes it from commercially driven media
and positions it as an important platform for preserving and
transmitting classical knowledge. At the same time, this
focus has contributed to a restricted readership, largely
confined to scholars, students, and Sanskrit enthusiasts.

A significant observation emerging from the study is the
transformative impact of digital media. The gradual shift
from print to online platforms has created new opportunities
for expanding the reach of Sanskrit journalism. Digital tools
enable cost-effective publication, wider dissemination, and
engagement with younger audiences. This transition
indicates that Sanskrit journalism is capable of adapting to
technological changes while maintaining its traditional
foundation.

However, several challenges remain, including issues of
accessibility, readership expansion, and sustainability.
Addressing these challenges requires strategic efforts such
as simplifying language use, adopting bilingual approaches,
diversifying content, and strengthening institutional support.
The integration of modern media practices with traditional
linguistic frameworks is essential for ensuring long-term
growth.

In conclusion, the revival of Sanskrit journalism should not
be viewed merely as a cultural preservation effort but as a
dynamic process of recontextualizing classical knowledge
within modern communication systems. By bridging
tradition and technology, Sanskrit journalism has the
potential to contribute meaningfully to contemporary media
discourse, promote linguistic diversity, and sustain India’s
rich intellectual heritage in an increasingly globalized world.
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