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VEDIC DHARMA 
 
 

 

Dr.Satrughna Panigrahi 
 
           

     The Vedic dharma is an eternal way of life that makes people active and 
dutiful. This is the विृ सं कधम= means impeller to the domestic and social 
prescribed duties that includes all the customary functions and inclination 
towards specific religious faith.  Its result is prosperity in material life. Also it 
reminds the Mantra of Eishopanishad1  in which it is said that we should live 
here in material world with action plan of duties towards societies.  
The second category of dharma is िनवृि सं क2  = means the Dharma that teach 
us withdrawal of mental inclination with material world and leads human 
beings to the spiritual world of emancipation or eternal bliss.  
     It is here worthy to mention that again this category of Vedic dharma 
fluxes into philosophical and spiritual streams. For instance we can see the 
Purush-sukta3  and Nasadiya  suktas4  and the like in Vedic literature in 
which, in brief, all the concepts of Indian philosophy and to some extend the 
ideas of all the eminent schools of world religions are summed up.  
Definitions of Dharma-        
     As we know that the Vedic dharma is very nicely defined by a Mantra 
itself that runs thus-   
     य ेन य मयज त देवा तािन धमािण थमा यासन।्5 = the Vedic deities 
performed the sacrifices with the sacrificial articles and what they did was a 
unified form of Dharma. Here this shows that whatever they performed in the 
name of sacrifice – further it was treated as the main feature of Dharma. This 
very thing came to be conceptualized as a definition of Dharma as such—
यागािदरेव धमः6 . Here it is noticiable that this is the वेदाथः, as it is said वेदा िह 
य ाथमिभ वृ ाः- it means the Vedas came to light, only for the performance of 
the sacrificial activities. But it has a deep sense of all good activities for 
human beings. That’s why three types of actions in Veda have been suggested 
in a Mantra, commenting upon which,  Mahidhar(a great commentator of 
16th century) says that the Vedic sacrifice is a supreme act.  
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 So it is proved that all the duties for society, acts in 
general and religious performances laid down by 
scriptures are approved by the Vedas, because 
smritis are the vehicles of the Vedic ideas as it is 
said- 
 

पूविव ानिवषयं िव ानं मृित यते। 

पूव ानाि ना त याः ामा यं नावधायते ।।7 

 

    It means traditional  subjects of science that 
influxes through the ages is called scriptures or 
smritis. Without the knowledge of previous status 
of science the authenticity of posterior scriptures 
could not be entertained.  Here obviously it is 
remarked that there is a natural inter connection 
between the Veda and the Smriti literature. 
    Besides this the definitions of Dharma cited 
above are very significant and bear deep idea that 
can be felt in other schools of religion of the world. 
For instance to some extent we can see the similar 
points of the mythology and sacrificial activities in 
world religions. Hence it comes that the perception 
of the Vedic seers about Dharma has a great sense 
that by and large seems glittering in many a schools 
of world religion and religious books in their own 
words and terminology. In Indian culture it is 
supposed that the Vedic activities related to 
Dharma are well defined in the scriptures of India.8  

Hence It is here remarkable to take to our notice 
that the Smriti literature and the other associated 
manuals of the Vedas are very sincere to elaborate 
the cardinal theory of the same and by that way the 
Vedic Dharma embraces all the humanitarian 
disciplines preached by the world religious role- 
models who have time to time, developed and 
directed their religious life systems separately. But 
this is the special phenomenon of the Vedic dharma 
that instead of imposing any blame and picking 
hole in other mansion of religious prophets it talks 
in plain words about the world humanity, the world 
peace and prosperity and gives no room to 

difference in religious faiths on the ground of 
community, continent, cast, creeds and ranks 
assumed by imperfect religious personages. For the 
better management of society it suggests some 
divine ideas to apply to our society as per 
requirement on the basis of perusal of them as our 
past seers Yagnyavalkya, Parashar and the like did 
in the light of age need. Because of that special 
inclusive religious theory of the Vedic literature it 
stands as a light post on the circle of our way of life 
system silently only, to guide human beings and 
says to fix their goal of life and to approach their 
destination. 
 

Special sheds of thought- 
 

    It is here worthy to delineate that the main 
purpose of the Vedic dharma is to teach human 
beings that there are three types of Dharma related 
to the three types of human life known as material 
life, divine and spiritual life which are naturally 
interlinked. The Vedic dharma prescribes various 
rules and religious customary activities clothed in 
seers and divine sermons for all the three types of 
life. This is the right way of human beings that 
makes felt the human life value experienced earlier 
by our forth fathers and the seers of the days. It 
means, in opinion of the research paper these three 
aforesaid lives constitute an idea of perfect life for 
human beings. Going through these perfect life 
factors people start their material life to develop it 
in to divine life and then having been won over the 
fear of the darkness of death naturally enjoy the 
bliss of absolute perfection of his  inside existing 
supreme soul. This is the utter most purpose of the 
Vedanta philosophy. With a bit of change in the 
philosophical terminology this idea may be 
attached with other Indian and world philosophical 
aims also. 
 

Some special sermons of the Vedic Dharma – 
 

     The first and foremost message of the ritual 

oriented Dharma of the Vedic literature comes to 
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our sight as the shelter providing device for peace 

prosperity and giver of supreme bliss – the main 
purpose of the vedant philosophy. It means to step 

in the study field of the Vedant philosophy in 

firsthand the knowledge of the Vedic Dharma is 
most necessary – as it is said by सदान दयोगी- 

अिधकारी तु िविधवदधीत वेदवेदाङ्ग वेन9 ….  etc. it 

means an aspirant of the Vedant Darshan needs not 

only the ready  knowledge of the Vedic dharma but 
its practice also in order to easy approach to the 

philosophical perusal and exercise of the guidelines 

prescribed for aspirants. The exercise of the Vedic 

Karma-s prescribed as िन य, नैिमि क  and the like in 

scriptures purge out the heart and mind of the 

aspirants of the Vedanta philosophy. If once heart 
and mind of human beings purified the way to 

spiritual practice will be free from stumble block 

and uneven level in society. All human beings will 

live brotherly and friendly without fear and favor. 

This type of inclusive Dharma also pays sincere 

attention on the ecological balance extending great 
respect towards Nature and its huge natural extant 

in the forms of rivers, mountains sky and the like. 

This very above mentioned ecological views have 

been enumerated in Vedic literature in detail in the 

various hymns of the Rigveda and in other schools 

of the Vedic literature related to five gross elements 
as such- hymns related to the Earth10 , clouds11 , 

fire12 , wind13  and water14 . This is the greatness of 

the Vedic dharma and glorious phenomenon of it 

that it stand as a store house of all religious 

thoughts, ethics, and morality to develop human 

beings up to the rank of divinity and spirituality in 
which stage all ways of religions merged in to the 

one nest of Humanity. This is the heaven dreamed 

by the seers of the Veda. 
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